
© Dr. Cameron Greensmith 2019  1 

KENNESAW STATE UNIVERSITY 
WELLSTAR COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WORK AND HUMAN SERVICES 

 
SW 8706 

Addiction Theory and Policy, Fall 2019 
Instructor Dr. Cameron Greensmith 
Class Time Tuesdays, 2:00pm-4:45pm 
Location Prillaman Health Sciences 1002 
Semester Credits 3 Credit Hours 
Email Address cgreensm@kennesaw.edu 
Phone Number 1-470-578-6634 
Office Prillaman Health Sciences, Room 3309 
Office Hours By Appointment 

 

 
 
Course Description 

 
Building upon the generalist foundation base in the first-year curriculum of the Masters 
of Social Work (MSW) program, this course introduces students to a broad range of 
theories and perspectives in the area of addiction studies (for example, we will cover 
substance use and misuse, etiology of addiction, disordered eating, harm reduction, 
injection drug use, and safe injection sites), social work practice, social work education, 
and public policy. In addition, students will be exposed to historical and contemporary 
policies in order to work with diverse service users and their experiences of addictions. 
Students will also learn how international, national, state, and local policies, treatments, 
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and preventions intersect when working with diverse individuals, families, and 
communities. 
 
Course Overview 

 
This course provides a framework for practice knowledge, values, and skills when 
working with diverse populations. Supplementary readings, handouts, and case studies 
provide students with an opportunity to explore theories of addiction in relation to 
direct practice. In addition, students will gain an understand the importance of 
culturally competent practice. Students will examine how personal and professional 
values a f fect  their practice and will learn models for ethical decision-making and 
intervention planning. By exploring these issues and cases, students will learn about 
the relativity of values, the standards of the profession, and the thinking of experts in 
the field. 
 
Course Rational Relative to the Mission of the MSW Program 

 
The Master of Social Work Program at Kennesaw State University was established to 
address increasing problems in two major areas: (1) childhood, youth, and family, 
and (2) community mental health. We are committed to making a positive difference 
in the community and in these two areas. This course is related to and consistent with 
the mission of the Master of Social Work Program as it provides students with a 
conceptual framework from which to understand (1) the theories and policies 
concerning the field of substance use and, (2) the unique characteristics and challenges 
faced by populations and groups affected. 
 
By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

 
At the conclusion of the course, through the accomplishment of specific assignments, 
class lectures, class exercises, required readings, and discussions students will be 
expected to demonstrate proficiency in the relevant knowledge, values and skills that 
pertain to this sub-specialization. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES (Competencies & Practice Behaviors: CSWE, 2015—
Developed by the Masters of Social Work Faculty at Kennesaw State University) 
 
Course Objectives: Knowledge  
Students completing this course will be 
able to describe: 

Competency/ 
Practice 
Behavior 

Assignment  

1) Demonstrate knowledge of the 
history and evolution of theories 
concerning the etiology of addiction. 

C6 (a-b) 
C7 (a-d) 

A1: Abstinence Assignment 

3) Identify the major theories guiding 
substance abuse prevention and 
treatment today. 

C2 (a-c) 
C4 (a-c) 
C6 (c-d) 
C7 (a-d) 

A1: Abstinence Assignment 
A2: Presentation 
A3: Policy Essay 
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4) Demonstrate cognition of the 
pharmacological effects of the 
various substances of abuse 

C6 (c-d) 
  

A1: Abstinence Assignment 
A3: Policy Essay  

Course Objectives: Values 
Students completing this course will 
have an awareness of and sensitivity 
to: 

Competency/ 
Practice 
Behavior 

Assignment  

1) The values and ethics that guide 
professional practice, 
particularly with clients diagnosed 
or presenting with substance 
dependence or abuse characteristic. 

C1 (a-e)  A3: Policy Essay 
A4: Lecture Participation  

2) The differing cultural norms 
regarding alcohol and drug use and 
addiction in other parts of the world. 

C2 (a-c) 
C3 (a-c)  

A1: Abstinence Assignment 
A3: Policy Essay  

3) The importance of assessing one’s 
own values relative to persons coping 
with addictive behaviors 

C1 (c) 
C7 (a-d) 

A1: Abstinence Assignment 

Course 
Objectives: Cognitive/Affective 
Students completing this course will be 
able to: 

Competency/ 
Practice 
Behavior 

Assignment  

1) Analyze major substance use and 
harm reduction theories. 

C4 (a-c) 
C6 (c-d) 
C7 (a-d) 

A1: Abstinence Assignment 
A3: Policy Essay 

2) Integrate the relevance of both the 
history and evolution of substance 
abuse treatment approaches. 

C3 (a) 
C4 (a-c) 
C6 (c-d) 
C7 (a-d) 
C8 (d) 

A2: Presentation 
A3: Policy Essay 

3) Compare and contrast multiple 
theories, policies, and approaches in 
the substance use field. 

C4 (a-c) 
C5 (a-c) 
C6 (c-d) 
C7 (a-d) 

A1: Abstinence Assignment 
A2: Presentation 
A3: Policy Essay 

4) Critically analyze and evaluate 
theoretical constructs and their 
cultural implications. 

C4 (a-c) 
C6 (c-d) 
C7 (a-d) 

A1: Abstinence Assignment 
A2: Presentation 
A3: Policy Essay 

Course Objectives: Skills  
Students completing this course will be 
able to demonstrate: 

Competency/ 
Practice 
Behavior 

Assignment  

1) Apply critical thinking skills to 
evaluate effectiveness of historical 
and current drug policies 

C3 (a-c) 
C4 (a-c) 
C5 (a-c) 
C7 (a-d) 
C8 (d) 

A1: Abstinence Assignment 
A2: Presentation 
A3: Policy Essay 
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2) Critically evaluate appropriateness 
of past and current theories and 
practices that contribute to moving 
the addiction field of forward. 

C2 (a-c) 
C3 (a-c) 
C4 (a-c) 
C5 (a-c) 
C7 (a-d) 
C8 (d) 

A1: Abstinence Assignment 
A2: Presentation 
A3: Policy Essay 

 
What you can expect from my class: 

 
This course adopts an iterative, dialogic, student-centered approach. This means that 
the you, the learner, is placed at the center of class activities, and that the meaning and 
significance of what is being learned is negotiated through our collective dialogue. You 
will learn key concepts, skills, tools, and methods that support your inevitable work 
within the human services. 
 
The Syllabus 

 
This syllabus acts as a contract between you and me. You should use this document as 
your first guide/reference for questions related to this course. Please read it carefully, 
prior to the start of this course. It contains a great deal of information. You are asked to 
sign the contract at the end of this document as testament to your understanding of the 
content herein. 
 
Additional Course readings and supplemental readings are found on Desire to Learn 
Brightspace (D2L): http://d2l.kennesaw.edu. To log in you will need your current KSU 
NetID. The D2L course site will be used to provide you with an opportunity to monitor 
your grades, engage in enriched discussion, post newspaper articles or blog posts 
regarding policy changes occurring in real time, and access additional course materials 
(e.g., supplementary readings, assignment rubrics and examples). I will also be using 
D2L to communicate with the entire class—either through your email or the 
announcements tab. 
 
Communication with the Professor 

 
Assignment Turn Around: I strive to return your graded assignments within 14 
business days of receipt. 
 
Desire to Learn Brightspace: D2L is an essential component of this course. It also 
serves as a resource where you can communicate with your classmates and the professor 
about course content and any related questions. It will include postings on all the class 
assignments, lecture notes, and helpful guides. 
 
Email Policy (you must follow all guidelines below): 
1. All emails must include in the subject line: 1) the course number; and, 2) a concise 

statement of purpose (e.g., <insert course name> Appointment). Otherwise, 
your email will likely be deleted.  I will not respond to emails through D2L. 
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Please use my @kennesaw.edu email. 
2. Please, also, include a salutation (e.g., Hi <Instructor First Name>, or Dear 

Dr. Professor’s Last Name>), so I know the email is meant for me, and a closing 
signature (e.g., Thank you, or Regards, <insert name here>). It is good 
practice to write your emails respectfully and I will return the same courtesy to you. 

3. Please make sure you consult the course syllabus and any other handouts BEFORE 
submitting inquiries by email. 

4. Email communications should not be seen as an alternative to meeting with the 
professor in person. It is not permissible to use emails as a mechanism to receive 
private tutorials or to receive information on any material that was covered in 
classes that you have missed. 

5. I will do my best to respond to emails of immediate need within 48 hours. This only 
applies Monday to Friday during business hours (9am – 5pm). In an effort to 
cultivate a work-life balance, I will not respond to student emails in the evenings or 
on weekends. If you do not receive a reply after 48 hours, please resubmit your 
inquiry. 

 
Feedback: I love getting feedback on my teaching and how the class is going. I value 
your input and I am often willing to make changes to enhance your learning. Please 
share with me any comments, suggestions, and ideas you may have. If you would like to 
do so anonymously, you can submit a note (typed or hand written) in my mailbox. 
 
Grading Inquires: All inquiries/disagreements regarding grades will be handled 
during my office hours or at another mutually agreeable time. Under no circumstance 
will grades be discussed immediately before, during, or after class. 
 
Requests for re-grade should be submitted to the professor within 7 days of the 
assignment being returned. Students will take 24 hours to review their assignment, the 
assignment expectations, and feedback given before submitting email inquiries. 
Students should submit a one-page explanation detailing the reason as to why a re-
grade is required and the original assignment. In writing this explanation, students 
must refer to the feedback they have already been given on the assignment, the 
assignment examples provided by the professor, and the assignment expectations 
outlined in the syllabus. Students must note that any re-grade has the potential to 
increase or decrease the overall mark of the assignment in question. 
 
Required Course Materials 

 
Required: 
 
Krosoczka, J. J. (2018). Hey, Kiddo. Scholastic. 
 
Kuhn, C., Swartzwelder, S., & Wilson, W. (2019). Buzzed: The straight facts about the 

most used and abused drugs from alcohol to ecstasy (5th edition). WW Norton & 
Company. 
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Recommended: 
 
American Psychological Association. (2009). Publication Manual of the American 

Psychological Association, 6th Edition. Washington, DC: American Psychological 
Association. 

 
Armstrong, S. C. (2009). Not all black girls know how to eat: A story of bulimia. 

Chicago Review Press. 
 
Cameron, J. (1999). The right to write: An invitation and initiation into the writing life. 

Penguin. 
 
DiClemente, C. C. (2018). Addiction and change: How addictions develop and addicted 

people recover. Guilford Publications. 
 
Fiore, N. A. (2007). The now habit: A strategic program for overcoming 

procrastination and enjoying guilt-free play. Penguin. 
 
Assignments 

 
Assignment Breakdown    Due Date   Percentage 
 
1. Abstinence Assignment    on-going    20% 
 
2. Group Presentation    on-going    30% 
 
3. Policy Impact and Implications Paper  December 5    45% 
 
4. Lecture Attendance    on-going    5% 
 
Total                       100% 
 
Grading:  A total of 100 percent is possible in the course and will be assigned on the 
basis of: 
 

A = 90 points 
B = 80-89 points 
C = 70-79 points 
D = 60-79 points 

F = Below 60 points 
 
 
Late Assignments: The professor expects that all assignments will be submitted by 
their posted due date. Late assignments will receive a late penalty of 5% per day, 
including weekends (Saturday, Sunday, and Holidays). Please make arrangements for 
an alternate due date, if required, by communicating directly with the professor. 
Decisions regarding the acceptance of late assignments will be made at the discretion of 
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the professor. Assignments handed in late will not receive any written 
feedback 
 
In-Class Technology (Cell Phones, Tablets, and Computers): This course 
requires active participation in class. At times I may direct you to use your laptop or 
mobile device for specific educational purposes. Other times I may direct you to turn 
them off. Cell phones and other communication devices should be set to vibrate or 
silenced to avoid disrupting others. Electronic devices may be used in this course for 
educational purposes only (e.g., taking notes, referring to online course materials). 
Those who choose to use such devices are asked to sit at the side or back of the room. 
Use of these devices unrelated to the course (e.g., texting, checking personal e-mail, 
tweeting, going on Facebook, etc.,) should be reserved for outside classroom use. Please 
be considerate of others and mindful of how you learn best. No recording of any 
kind is allowed in this course without previous permission by the 
instructor. Failure to respect this policy may result in you being asked to leave the 
classroom. 
 
1) Abstinence Assignment (20%): 
 
This exercise is designed to help you experience some of the feelings/thoughts that 
individuals experience when they quit their drug or behavior (of choice)—through an 
abstinence framework. This exercise requires that you give up a substance (e.g., 
nicotine, caffeine, sugar, or alcohol) or a behavior (e.g., Internet use, playing 
video/computer games, watching television, using a cell-phone) for a period of 30 days 
(August 27, 2019 – September 24, 2019). For those of you who have difficulty 
identifying a substance or behavior, please contact me so we can discuss 
what might be a challenge for you to give up for this time period.  
 
You are to inform your instructor at the outset what substance or behavior you will be 
abstaining from, and you are to tell at least two significant persons in your life that you 
will be abstaining from that substance as well. You are to develop a plan for dealing with 
the difficulties of abstinence, including the possibility of relapse. 
 
The purpose of this project is to develop empathy for those who are asked to abstain 
from something desirable and gain an in-depth understanding of the trials and 
tribulations of abstaining. The project does not serve to emulate recovery.  
 
During this assignment you will: (a) maintain a journal regarding your abstinence 
experience; and, (b) write a summary paper which will serve as the conclusion to the 
exercise.  
 
A) Weekly abstinence journal (10%)—Habitually (at minimum 3 times a 
week), students will reflect upon their experiences abstaining. Students will describe 
their feelings and reactions, especially focusing on times you “relapse” or experience 
temptation. It is especially important to indicate times when it was both difficult and 
easy to abstain, as well as those specific circumstances during which you “slipped” 
(birthdays, holidays, and weekends seem especially difficult). There are no formatting 
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guidelines. Please make sure your handwriting is legible and the entries are in 
chronological order. You will need one full-sized composition notebook. This notebook 
should be reserved for your response journal alone. Assignment to be submitted in 
hard copy by 2:00pm on October 15th. 
 
Consider responding to the following prompts: 
- The reasons for choosing the substance or behaviours to abstain from  
- Who you told about this experiment and who you look to for support 
- Your daily experiences and feelings 
- Your physical state (health, energy, sleep, nutrition) 
- Your psychological state (motivation, emotions, coping skills, self-esteem, thoughts, 

insights, confidence, self-efficacy, emotional management) 
- Your social life (social support, undermining, changes, friends, family, classmates, 

insight about others, reactions by others) 
- Your spiritual state (choices, honesty, belief systems, ethics, practices, honesty, 

personal value system) 
- Your environment (media, advertising, social mores) 
- What you are learning about yourself 
- What you are learning about your environment 
- What you are learning about addiction 
- What you are learning about behaviour and attitude change 

 
B) Summary paper (10%)—This is to be a 3-5 page paper describing the abstinence 
experience (e.g., did you succeed or fail, what influenced you, what was the process like 
for you, etc.) and will serve as the conclusion to your overall experience. You must refer 
to at least two course texts.  The assignment must follow the proper formatting 
guidelines set out in the syllabus. Assignment to be submitted on D2L by 2:00pm 
on October 15th. 
 
2) Group Presentation (30%): 
 
During the first day of class, students will form groups of 3-4. Starting the second week, 
until the end of class, each group will conduct an in-class lecture presentation lasting for 
no more than 75 minutes in length. The goal of the presentation is to lead the group in 
scholarly dialogue, and to stimulate critical thought and informed conversation through 
direct engagement with the assigned course materials—with a specific discussion on the 
relationship the readings inform our understanding of substance use, policy, and social 
work practice. Emphasis should be placed on facilitating a close and intimate 
discussion of the assigned course materials. This means that the lecture 
presentation requires focus, through the centralization of one or more themes. Do not 
attempt to cover everything assigned. 
 
Note: Students should spend no longer than five minutes of summary of the 
material. It should be assumed that everyone has come to class doing all of their 
readings. This is graduate school. Conversations should be elevated and refined. Please 
refrain from using game-based platforms like kahoot. 
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Group Facilitation (75 minutes): 
5 - 10 minutes – Self-Care Exercise (e.g., guided meditation, daily physical activity) 
65 - 70 minutes – Lecture Facilitation (e.g., circle discussion, small groups, debate, 
activities) 
 
On the day before (11:59pm) of your presentation, you will email me a .doc file and 
provide me a 1-page single spaced, single-sided handout that will be printed and 
provided to students. The handout should outline your reactions and perspectives, your 
understanding of the readings for the week, the connections among them, along with 5 
discussion questions aimed at eliciting classroom discussion. One group grade will be 
assigned. This handout will be used as a facilitation aid. 
 
Seminar Presentation Preparation: 
 
Author Who is this person? (professor, social worker, activist, etc.)  

What discipline are they writing from?  
Who publishes/reads/teaches this person’s work? 

Audience For whom was this article written? (academics, social workers, 
policy makers, people who already agree with this viewpoint, 
sceptics, etc.) 

Argument What is the main point of the article?  
Evidence Is this an empirical or theoretical piece?  

What support does the author use to argue their points? 
What’s Left 
Out? 

Are there perspectives, approaches, and/or questions that have 
been left out of this article that are important for understanding the 
topic? 

Implications Now what? So what? 
Connections How does this reading help you in the social work field 

(theoretically, practically, or both?) 
Does this inform your understanding of other authors/articles in 
this course? 

 
3) Substance Use Policy and Implication Paper (45%): 
 
Students are to write an 18 - 20 page paper (excluding title page and bibliography) that 
takes an in-depth look at substance use policy in the United States (or specific state) 
with a focus on a marginalized population or group. In addition to explaining the history 
and intent of the policy chosen, students will offer a critique of the policy supported by a 
literature review and offer recommendations for policy and social work practice. You 
must refer to at least eight course texts. The assignment must follow the proper 
formatting guidelines set out in the syllabus. More detailed assignment expectations will 
be discussed in class. Electronic copies are due on December 3rd at 11:59pm. 
Assignment rubric will be available on D2L. 
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The paper is to include: 
a) An introduction providing context, thesis statement and research question(s), the 

policy and population chosen, as well as an outline discussing what the paper will 
accomplish (1-2); 

b) A discussion of how the substance use policy (or policies) in the state or nation were 
chosen, the specific context, and how they changed overtime (4-5); 

c) A population-specific literature review of a minimum of eight recently 
published peer reviewed articles (within the last five to ten years) in connection 
to the substance use policy in question and any gaps found (4-5); 

d) A discussion, based from a minimum of eight course reading, of possible 
changes that could be made to improve policy and the livelihood of the population 
chosen, and the relationship to social work practice (5-6). 

e) A brief conclusion (1-2). 
 
4) Lecture Attendance and Participation (0.33% x 15 = 5%): 
 
Students are expected to do all of the required readings, attend all classes, participate in all 
in-class activities, engage in discussions, and complete the assignments on time.  Please 
note that if you are more than 30 minutes late for a class, you will be marked absent 
for that day. Please refrain from emailing me regarding your absence in class unless you 
are experiencing an emergency or illness. Students are responsible for material covered 
if they are absent (and please do not ask the question: “Did I miss anything 
important?”). 
 
In order to fully and actively participate in discussions, students must bring 
their readings to class. Students may be asked to summarize, discuss, role-play, write 
about, and debate issues presented in the readings in both small and large group formats.  
 
Some questions to consider in constructing our learning environment 
together: 
1. Have you come to class having read the assigned materials and having attempted to 

synthesize the readings, to identify concepts you did not understand, to pinpoint 
where the author(s) seemed confused, and to identify areas you wanted to explore 
with the class? 

2. Have you attempted to contribute to class discussions in a way that enhanced your 
colleagues’ understanding of the readings or objectives of the course? 

3. Have you made an effort to speak in class? 
4. Have you shared the space in your classroom so that your voice was present but not 

dominant over others? 
5. Have you dealt respectfully with others’ questions and confusions? 
6. Have you used class discussions as an opportunity for expanding your understanding 

of the topics at hand? 
 
Writing Support 

 
Formatting and Referencing: Please ensure assignments have been edited for 
grammatical, spelling, and readability. Assignments need to follow proper APA 
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formatting: 12-point Times New Roman font, double-spaced text, 1-inch margins, page 
numbers, and a title page. Referencing in all assignments for this course should follow 
the APA author-date style (6th edition). For more information on the APA author-date 
style of referencing, see: 
https://writingcenter.kennesaw.edu/resources/handouts_print/APA_FORMATTINGp.
pdf 
 
In-Text Paraphrasing Example: [text] (Author’s Last Name, 2015) or Author’s Last 
Name (2015) stated, [text]. 
In-Text Quoting Example: “direct quote” (Author’s Last Name, 2015, p. #) or 
Author’s Last Name (2015) stated, “direct quote” (p. #). 
 
Writing Support: Kennesaw State University has a Writing Centre that offers writing 
support and workshops. We all, even the most skilled of writers, can use support with 
our writing. Please plan ahead when writing and make use of this valuable (and FREE!) 
resource: http://writingcenter.kennesaw.edu 
 
Weekly Content 

 
Week 1: August 20th, 2019 

Course Introductions and Overview 
 
Abstinence Assignment Substance NEEDS Approval 
 
Required Reading: 
 
DiAngelo, R., & Sensoy, Ö. (2010). “OK, I get it! Now tell me how to do it!”: Why we 

can’t just tell you how to do critical multicultural education. Multicultural 
Perspectives, 12(2), 97-102. 

 
Dweck, C. (2015). Carol Dweck revisits the growth mindset. Education Week, 35(5), 20-

24. 
 
Trần, N. L. (2013, December 18). Calling IN: A Less Disposable Way of Holding Each 

Other Accountable. Black Girl Dangerous. Retrieved from: 
http://www.blackgirldangerous.org/2013/12/calling-less-disposable-way-
holding-accountable/ 
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Week 2: August 27th, 2019 
Challenging Myths and Stereotypes of Substance Use 

 
Abstinence Assignment BEGINS 
 
Lecture Facilitation BEGINS 
 
Required Readings: 
 
Ashenberg Straussner, S. L., & Senreich, E. (2002). Educating social workers to work 

with individuals affected by substance use disorders. Substance Abuse, 23(1), 
319-340. 

 
Conner, K. O., & Rosen, D. (2008). “You're nothing but a junkie”: Multiple experiences 

of stigma in an aging methadone maintenance population. Journal of social work 
practice in the addictions, 8(2), 244-264. 

 
Kelly, J. F., Saitz, R., & Wakeman, S. (2016). Language, substance use disorders, and 

policy: the need to reach consensus on an “addiction-ary”. Alcoholism Treatment 
Quarterly, 34(1), 116-123. 

 
Kuhn, C., Swartzwelder, S., & Wilson, W. (2019). Introduction, Just Say Know, and Test 

Your Drug Knowledge. Buzzed: The straight facts about the most used and 
abused drugs from alcohol to ecstasy. (pp. 17 – 32). WW Norton & Company. 

 
Reamer, F. G. (1992). The impaired social worker. Social Work, 37(2), 165-170. 
 

Week 3: September 3rd, 2019 
Drugs and Their Effects: An Overview 

 
Required Reading: 
 
Kuhn, C., Swartzwelder, S., & Wilson, W. (2019). PART I. Buzzed: The straight facts 

about the most used and abused drugs from alcohol to ecstasy. (pp. 33 – 314). 
WW Norton & Company. 

 
Week 4: September 10th, 2019 

Models, Concepts, and Theories in Addiction Studies 
 
Required Reading: 
 
Carlson, R. G. (2006). Ethnography and applied substance misuse research: 

Anthropological and cross-cultural factors. In: Miller W, Carroll K, 
(Eds). Rethinking substance abuse: What science shows and what we should do 
about it. (pp. 201 – 219). New York: Guilford Publications. 
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DiClemente, C. C. (2018). Models of Addiction and Change. Addiction and change: 
How addictions develop and addicted people recover. Guilford Publications. 

 
Kuhn, C., Swartzwelder, S., & Wilson, W. (2019).  Brain Basics, Drug Basics, Addition. 

Buzzed: The straight facts about the most used and abused drugs from alcohol 
to ecstasy. (pp. 315 – 363). WW Norton & Company. 

 
Maté, G. (2011). How the Addicted Brain Develops. In the realm of hungry ghosts: 

Close encounters with addiction. (pp. 185 – 218). North Atlantic Books. 
 

Week 5: September 17th, 2019 
Social Impact: The Criminal Justice System and The War on Drugs 

 
Podcast:  
 
Code Switch—(Legally) Selling Weed While Black: 

https://www.npr.org/tags/208240037/legalization-of-marijuana 
 
Required Reading: 
 
Chandler, R. K., Fletcher, B. W., & Volkow, N. D. (2009). Treating drug abuse and 

addiction in the criminal justice system: improving public health and 
safety. Jama, 301(2), 183-190. 

 
Inciardi, J. A., & Surratt, H. L. (2001). Drug use, street crime, and sex-trading among 

cocaine-dependent women: implications for public health and criminal justice 
policy. Journal of psychoactive drugs, 33(4), 379-389. 

 
Kuhn, C., Swartzwelder, S., & Wilson, W. (2019). Legal Issues. Buzzed: The straight 

facts about the most used and abused drugs from alcohol to ecstasy. (pp. 364 – 
378). WW Norton & Company. 

 
Muehlmann, S. (2018). The Gender of the War on Drugs. Annual Review of 

Anthropology, 47, 315-330. 
 
Recommended: 
 
McNeece, A. C. (2003). After the war on drugs is over: Implications for social work 

education. Journal of Social Work Education, 39(2), 193-212. 
 
Sacks, J. J., Gonzales, K. R., Bouchery, E. E., Tomedi, L. E., & Brewer, R. D. (2015). 2010 

national and state costs of excessive alcohol consumption. American journal of 
preventive medicine, 49(5), 73-79. 
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Week 6: September 24th, 2019 
Addiction within the Family 

 
Required Reading: 
 
Areba, E. M., Eisenberg, M. E., & McMorris, B. J. (2018). Relationships between family 

structure, adolescent health status and substance use: Does ethnicity 
matter?. Journal of Community Psychology, 46(1), 44-57. 

 
Kourgiantakis, T., Saint-Jacques, M., & Tremblay, J. (2013). Problem gambling and 

families: A systematic review. Journal of Social Work Practice in the Addictions, 
13(4), 353-372.  

 
Krosoczka, J. J. (2018). Hey, Kiddo. Scholastic. 
 
Wakschlag, L. S., Metzger, A., Darfler, A., Ho, J., Mermelstein, R., & Rathouz, P. J. 

(2010). The Family Talk About Smoking (FTAS) paradigm: New directions for 
assessing parent–teen communications about smoking. Nicotine & Tobacco 
Research, 13(2), 103-112. 

 
Week 7: October 1st, 2019 

Addiction and Inequality in Diverse Communities 
 
Required Reading: 
 
Girouard, M. P., Goldhammer, H., & Keuroghlian, A. S. (2019). Understanding and 

treating opioid use disorders in lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer 
populations. Substance abuse. 

 
Guerrero, L. R., Dudovitz, R., Chung, P. J., Dosanjh, K. K., & Wong, M. D. (2016). Grit: a 

potential protective factor against substance use and other risk behaviors among 
Latino adolescents. Academic pediatrics, 16(3), 275-281. 
 

Lacey, K. K., Mouzon, D. M., Govia, I. O., Matusko, N., Forsythe-Brown, I., Abelson, J. 
M., & Jackson, J. S. (2016). Substance abuse among blacks across the 
diaspora. Substance use & misuse, 51(9), 1147-1158. 

 
Mawhinney, J. (2014). Diversity and equity competencies in clinical practice. In M. 

Herie & W.J. kinner (Eds.), Fundamentals of addiction: A practical guide for 
counsellors (pp. 43-62). Toronto, Ont.: Centre for Addiction and Mental Health.  

 
Recommended Reading: 

 
Cashwell, C. S., Giordano, A. L., King, K., Lankford, C., & Henson, R. K. (2017). Emotion 

regulation and sex addiction among college students. International Journal of 
Mental Health and Addiction, 15(1), 16-27. 
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Pon, G. (2009). Cultural competency as new racism: An ontology of forgetting. Journal 
of Progressive Human Services, 20(1), 59-71. 

 
Mulia, N., & Karriker-Jaffe, K. J. (2012). Interactive influences of neighborhood and 

individual socioeconomic status on alcohol consumption and problems. Alcohol 
and alcoholism, 47(2), 178-186. 

 
Scheim, A. I., Bauer, G. R., & Shokoohi, M. (2017). Drug use among transgender people 

in Ontario, Canada: Disparities and associations with social exclusion. Addictive 
behaviors, 72, 151-158. 

 
Week 8: October 8th, 2019 

Body Image, Disordered Eating, and Food Addiction 
 
Required Reading: 
 
LaMarre, A., & Rice, C. (2016). Normal Eating Is Counter-Cultural: Embodied 

Experiences of Eating Disorder Recovery. Journal of Community & Applied Social 
Psychology, 26(2), 136-149. 

 
Maine, M., Davis, W. N., & Shure, J. (2008). Beyond the medical model: A feminist 

frame for eating disorders. In Effective Clinical Practice in the Treatment of 
Eating Disorders (pp. 27-42). Routledge. 

 
Moss, M. (2013). The extraordinary science of addictive junk food. Expanding 

addiction: Critical essays, 127-140. 
 

Week 9: October 15th, 2019 
Treatment and Recovery I 

 
Abstinence Assignment Summary Paper and Journal DUE in Class 
 
Required Reading: 
 
Gedge, E., & Querney, D. (2014). The silent dimension: Speaking of spirituality in 

addictions treatment. Journal of Social Work Values & Ethics, 11(2), 41-51.  
 
Kaskutas, L. A. (2009). Alcoholics Anonymous effectiveness: Faith meets 

science. Journal of addictive diseases, 28(2), 145-157. 
 
Kurtz, L. F. (1997). Recovery, the 12-step movement, and politics. Social Work, 42(4), 

403-405. 
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Week 10: October 22nd, 2019 
Treatment and Recovery II 

 
Resources: 
 
Trauma Informed Toolkit: https://trauma-informed.ca/wp-

content/uploads/2013/10/Trauma-informed_Toolkit.pdf 
 
Required Reading: 
 
Burlew, A. K., Copeland, V. C., Ahuama-Jonas, C., & Calsyn, D. A. (2013). Does cultural 

adaptation have a role in substance abuse treatment? Social Work in Public 
Health, 28(3/4), 440-460.  

 
Charlton, J. E., & Hansen, J. G. (2017). How does Indigenous knowledge enhance 

alcohol and substance abuse recovery programs. The Quint: An Interdisciplinary 
Quarterly from the North, 9(4), 208-256. Retrieved from: 
https://www.ucn.ca/sites/academics/facultyarts/programofferings/arts/humani
ties/The%20Quint/The%20Quint%20v9.4.pdf#page=105 

 
Marsh, T. N., Marsh, D. C., Ozawagosh, J., & Ozawagosh, F. (2018). The Sweat Lodge 

Ceremony: A Healing Intervention for Intergenerational Trauma and Substance 
Use. The International Indigenous Policy Journal, 9(2), 2. 

 
Sanders, J. (2019). A Gendered Account of Alcoholics Anonymous’ “Singleness of 

Purpose”. Alcoholism Treatment Quarterly, 37(1), 3-24. 
 

Week 11: October 29th, 2019 
Harm Reduction I 

 
Resource: 
 
Maggies: Toronto Sex Worker Action Project— http://maggiestoronto.ca 
 
Required Reading: 
 
Brocato, J., & Wagner, E. F. (2003). Harm reduction: A social work practice model and 

social justice agenda. Health & Social Work, 28(2), 117. 
 
Cusick, L. (2006). Widening the harm reduction agenda: From drug use to sex 

work. International journal of drug policy, 17(1), 3-11. 
 
Vakharia, S. P., & Little, J. (2017). Starting where the client is: Harm reduction 

guidelines for clinical social work practice. Clinical Social Work Journal, 45(1), 
65-76. 
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Week 12: November 5th, 2019 
Harm Reduction II 

 
Resources: 
 
Atlanta Harm Reduction Coalition: http://www.atlantaharmreduction.org/home.aspx 
 
Prisoners with HIV/AIDS Support Action Network: http://www.pasan.org 
 
Required Reading: 
 
Blume, A. W., & Lovato, L. V. (2010). Empowering the disempowered: Harm reduction 

with racial/ethnic minority clients. Journal of clinical psychology, 66(2), 189-
200. 

 
Moore, M., McKee, M., & Daube, M. (2016). Harm reduction and e-cigarettes: distorting 

the approach. Journal of public health policy, 37(4), 403-410. 
 
White, D. L. (2018). International Drug Reform: Medicalised Harm Reduction, 

Cannabis and the Global Legislative Reality. Journal of Drug Policy 
Analysis, 11(2). 

 
Week 13: November 12th, 2019 

Prevention 
 
Resource: 
 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Administration (January 12, 2017). Strategic 

prevention framework. Retreieved from: https://www.samhsa.gov/spf 
 
Required Reading: 
 
Carroll, H., & Lustyk, M. K. B. (2018). Mindfulness-based relapse prevention for 

substance use disorders: effects on cardiac vagal control and craving under 
stress. Mindfulness, 9(2), 488-499. 

 
Feibel, C. (2018, June 03). With The Rise Of Legal Weed, Drug Education Moves From 

'Don't' to 'Delay'. Retrieved from: https://www.npr.org/sections/health-
shots/2018/06/03/615403684/with-the-rise-of- legal-weed-drug-education-
moves-from-don-t-to-delay  

 
Ingraham, C. (2017, July 12). Analysis | A brief history of DARE, the anti-drug program 

Jeff Sessions wants to revive. Retrieved from: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2017/07/12/a-brief- history-
of-d-a-r-e-the-anti-drug-program-jeff-sessions-wants-to- 
revive/?tid=sm_fb&utm_term=.102e45465485  
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Opara, I., Lardier Jr, D. T., Reid, R. J., & Garcia-Reid, P. (2019). “It All Starts With the 
Parents”: A Qualitative Study on Protective Factors for Drug-Use Prevention 
Among Black and Hispanic Girls. Affilia, 0886109918822543. 

 
The Opposite of D.A.R.E – DPA Launches New High School Drug Education Curriculum 

in a NYC School. (n.d.). Retrieved from: 
http://www.drugpolicy.org/blog/opposite-dare-dpa-launches-new-high-school- 
drug-education-curriculum-nyc-school  

 
Week 14: November 19th, 2019 

Safe Injection Sites and Street Drug Use 
 
Required Reading: 
 
Barbour, K., McQuade, M., & Brown, B. (2017). Students as effective harm reductionists 

and needle exchange organizers. Substance abuse treatment, prevention, and 
policy, 12(1), 15. 

 
Beletsky, L., Davis, C. S., Anderson, E., & Burris, S. (2008). The law (and politics) of safe 

injection facilities in the United States. American Journal of Public 
Health, 98(2), 231-237. 

 
Fillmore, S., & Hohman, M. (2015). Traditional, Alternative, and Harm Reduction 

Approaches: What Do Social Work Students Think?. Journal of Social Work 
Practice in the Addictions, 15(3), 252-266. 

 
Hathaway, A. D., & Tousaw, K. I. (2008). Harm reduction headway and continuing 

resistance: Insights from safe injection in the city of Vancouver. International 
Journal of Drug Policy, 19(1), 11-16. 

 
NOVEMBER 26TH: READING BREAK 

NO CLASS 
 

Week 15: December 3rd, 2019 
Social Policy, Prevention, and Drug Use 

 
Substance Use Policy and Implication Paper DUE at 11:59pm 
 
Required Reading: 
 
Haffajee, R. L., Jena, A. B., & Weiner, S. G. (2015). Mandatory use of prescription drug 

monitoring programs. Jama, 313(9), 891-892. 
 
Hajizadeh, M. (2016). Legalizing and regulating marijuana in Canada: review of 

potential economic, social, and health impacts. International journal of health 
policy and management, 5(8), 453. 
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Pacula, R. L., Kilmer, B., Wagenaar, A. C., Chaloupka, F. J., & Caulkins, J. P. (2014). 
Developing public health regulations for marijuana: lessons from alcohol and 
tobacco. American Journal of Public Health, 104(6), 1021-1028. 

 
Yu, J., Jennings, E. T., & Butler, J. S. (2018). Lobbying, learning and policy reinvention: 

an examination of the American States’ drunk driving laws. Journal of Public 
Policy, 1-21.  
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Important Information  
 
Academic Integrity: Every Kennesaw State University student is responsible for 
upholding the provisions of the Student Code of Conduct, as published in the 
Undergraduate and Graduate Catalogs. Section 5c of the Student Code of Conduct 
addresses the university’s policy on academic honesty, including provisions regarding 
plagiarism and cheating, unauthorized access to university materials, 
misrepresentation/falsification of university records or academic work, malicious 
removal, retention, or destruction of library materials, malicious/intentional misuse of 
computer facilities and/or services, and misuse of student identification cards. Incidents 
of alleged academic misconduct will be handled through the established procedures of 
the Department of Student Conduct and Academic Integrity (SCAI), which includes 
either an “informal” resolution by a faculty member, resulting in a grade adjustment, or 
a formal hearing procedure, which may subject a student to the Code of Conduct’s 
minimum one semester suspension requirement. See also 
https://web.kennesaw.edu/scai/content/ksu-student-code-conduct. 
 
Forms of Academic Dishonesty: 
 
1. Plagiarism and Cheating: No student shall receive, attempt to receive, 

knowingly give or attempt to give unauthorized assistance in the preparation of 
any work required to be submitted for credit as part of a course (including 
examinations, Laboratory reports, essays, themes, term papers, etc.). When direct 
quotations are used, they should be indicated, and when the ideas, theories, data, 
figures, graphs, programs, electronic based information or illustrations of someone 
other than the student are incorporated into a paper or used in a project, they should 
be duly acknowledged. 

 
2. Unauthorized Access to Official University Materials: No student shall take 

or attempt to take, steal or in any unauthorized manner otherwise procure, gain 
access to, alter or destroy any material pertaining to the conduct of a class (including 
tests, examinations, grade change forms, grade rolls, roll books, Laboratory 
equipment, University grade records in written or computerized form, etc.), Library 
or other academic resource material. 

 
3. Misrepresentation, Fabrication, Falsification of University Records or 

Academic Work: No student shall knowingly provide false information in 
completing University forms or applications (including admissions forms, 
scholarship applications, time sheets, use of false or counterfeit transcripts, etc.) or in 
any work submitted for credit as part of a course. 

 
4. Multiple Submissions: Submissions of substantial portions of either written or 

oral academic work that has previously earned credit, when such submission is made 
without instructor authorization. 

 
5. Complicity in Academic Dishonesty: Intentionally or knowingly contributing 

to the academic dishonesty of another. 
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These examples of academic dishonesty shall not be construed to be comprehensive, 
and infractions will be dealt with on an individual basis according to university policies 
and procedures. It is the obligation of each student to assist in the enforcement of 
academic standards. 
 
See http:/scai.kennesaw.edu/ for the KSU Student Code of Conduct. 
 
When students plagiarize, they do not possess the knowledge or understanding that they 
claim to have (and for which they plan to receive credit). Using outside sources to 
develop ideas about a topic shows that the writer understands what experts in the field 
have written. You must, however, give credit to the sources of your inspiration. If you 
use any texts or websites that have inspired your answers, please cite them directly, 
preferable with parenthetical documentation and an attached References Page. 
 

Enforcement:  This policy is strictly enforced. Please note, the instructor reserves 
the right to randomly select any paper and/or assignment that are turned in for a 
grade for plagiarism review.  Plagiarism review consists of running your 
paper/assignment through various search engines and databases at my disposal in 
order to check for “borrowed” or “bought” information. If you are found in violation of 
academic dishonesty, then you will be subject to the enforcement policies and 
procedures, as outlined by Kennesaw State University and the Department of Social 
Work and Human Services, pertaining to academic dishonesty. Any student found 
guilty of cheating or plagiarizing, in any form or to any degree, may FAIL 
this course. 
 
All infractions will be handled according to University Policy as outlined in the KSU 
Student Code of Conduct and per the authority of the Office of Student Conduct and 
Academic Integrity.  Students may be subject to additional academic disciplinary 
action by the Department of Social Work and Human Services & the WellStar College 
of Health and Human Services. All records pertaining to actionable grievances will be 
retained in the student’s academic file and on record. NOTE: Any student(s) found 
to have copied another student’s work will be treated as plagiarists, and 
any student(s) involved will face the possibility of expulsion from this 
class. 

 
Access and Accessibility: Students with qualifying disabilities under the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) and/or Kennesaw State University provides program 
accessibility and reasonable accommodations for persons defined as disabled under 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 or the Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990 as amended. Students who require accommodation in facilities, services, programs 
or activities should contact the Assistant Director for Disabled Student Services to 
arrange an individual assistance plan. Accommodations may include classroom 
accessibility, modified computer equipment, disability-accessible parking, assistance 
with note-taking sign language interpreting or captioning services, class materials in 
alternate format, library and laboratory assistance, and other accommodations. 
Determination of appropriate accommodations to be provided will be based upon 
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documentation of the disability. Members of the public who require specific 
accommodations in facilities, services, programs or activities should contact the office 
sponsoring the service, program or activity at least five days in advance to arrange 
individual accommodations. Eligible students deliver certification letters to faculty at 
the beginning of each semester identifying the accommodations approved for that 
student. Faculty members are also instructed that they must provide students with 
special needs appropriate accommodations in a timely manner. The Assistant Director 
for disAbled Student Support Services will work with faculty members to ensure that 
students receive appropriate accommodations. A student should notify Disabled 
Student Support Services in writing within two (2) days of any disagreement between 
the student and the faculty member if agreed upon academic adjustments are not 
provided in order to seek a resolution. A student who alleges discrimination on the basis 
of disability may file a grievance through the University's established grievance 
procedures. The following have been designated by the President of the University to 
provide assistance and ensure compliance with the ADA. Should a student require 
assistance or have further questions about the ADA, please contact either the ADA 
Compliance Officer for Students at 770-423-6443; the ADA Compliance Officer for 
Facilities at 470-578-6224; or the Director of Human Resources, For more information, 
go to kennesaw.edu/stu_dev/dsss. See: 
http://catalog.kennesaw.edu/content.php?catoid=27&navoid=2263&hl=FERPA&retur
nto=search#ADA 
 
Disruption of Campus Life: It is the purpose of the institution to provide a campus 
environment, which encourages academic accomplishment, personal growth, and a 
spirit of understanding and cooperation. An important part of maintaining such an 
environment is the commitment to protect the health and safety of every member of the 
campus community. Belligerent, abusive, profane, threatening and/or inappropriate 
behavior on the part of students is a violation of the Kennesaw State University Student 
Conduct Regulations. Students who are found guilty of such misconduct may be subject 
to immediate dismissal from the institution. In addition, these violations of state law 
may also be subject to criminal action beyond the university disciplinary process. See: 
http://scai.kennesaw.edu/codes.php 
 
Health Clinic: If you have a medical condition that may affect your performance 
and/or grades in this class and for which you wish to discuss accommodations of class 
related activities, such as testing, or schedules, then you will need proper 
verification (see aforementioned information) the KSU Health Clinic: 
http://studenthealth.kennesaw.edu. 
 
Social Work Ethics: All Social Work Faculty and Social Work students are expected 
to adhere to the NASW Code of Ethics.  Please see the current codes 
at: https://www.socialworkers.org/About/Ethics/Code-of-Ethics/Code-of-Ethics-
English 
 
Students should also adhere to the University’s Code of Conduct found at 
http://scai.kennesaw.edu/codes.php 
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Incomplete Policy: The grade of “I” denotes an incomplete grade for the course, 
and will be awarded only when the student has done satisfactory work up to the last 
two weeks of the semester, but for nonacademic reasons beyond his/her control is 
unable to meet the full requirements of the course.  A grade of “I” must be removed 
(by completing the course requirements) within one calendar year from the end of the 
semester in which the “I” was originally assigned. In addition, should you enroll in 
classes at KSU during the calendar year, the grade of “I” must be removed by the end 
of the first semester of enrollment during that calendar year. Upon completion of the 
course requirements within the specified time limits, a final grade will be assigned on 
the basis of the student’s total performance. If the course requirements are not 
completed within the specified time limits, then the “I” will be changed to an “F” (for a 
course which awards letter grades of “A”, “B”, “C”, “D”, or “F” and the cumulative and 
adjusted grade point average will be recalculated accordingly or the “I” will be 
changed to a “U” (for a pass/fail course which awards a grade of “S” or “U”. An “I” 
cannot be removed by reenrolling in the course. 
Note:  Receiving incompletes for a course is only considered in extreme cases. In order 
to be considered for an incomplete: (1) the student must contact the professor and 
submit a letter to the professor before the final week of classes with documentation that 
supports the need for an incomplete, what is missing in coursework and the plan to 
complete the coursework; (2) the student must contact the professor and schedule an 
appointment to discuss the request; and (3) the professor will take into consideration 
the request and make a final decision during the week of finals. 
 
Please refer to the KSU catalog for additional instructions to address incompletes and 
the parameters of having the incomplete changed to a grade by the end of the 
following semester. 
 
Sexual Misconduct: Kennesaw State University is committed to providing 
programs, activities, and educational environment free from all forms of sex 
discrimination. KSU issues this statement of policy to inform the community of the 
University's comprehensive plan addressing sexual misconduct, educational programs, 
and procedures that address sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and 
stalking, whether the incident occurs on or off campus. This policy generally covers 
faculty, students, and staff of the University, as well as third-parties. Third parties 
include but are not limited to guests, vendors, contractors, retirees, and alumni. See: 
https://scai.kennesaw.edu/procedures/sexual-misconduct.php 
 
Technological Issues and Written Work: Students are responsible for ensuring 
their work is backed up properly. Materials handed in late or incomplete due to 
computer malfunctions will be penalized in accordance with the standards set out in this 
syllabus with absolutely no exceptions. 
 
Weather Policy: Please check the home page of the Kennesaw State University 
(www.kennesaw.edu) for announcements about weather related advisories that affect 
the campus and check D2L for class content and assignments.  If weather 
necessitates cancelling a class, an email will be sent to all students at least one hour 
prior to the beginning of the class, whenever possible.  A decision will be made, by me, 



© Cameron Greensmith 2019  24 

regarding the need to stay or dismiss the class based on the type of weather when 
inclement weather occurs during class.  If necessary, class may be dismissed early to 
allow students to get home safely. Regarding ice or snow, I will take into account the 
county in which you reside to determine attendance in class.  In general, if the school 
system in your county of residence is closed, I would not expect students to try to come 
to class. 
 
ESL Study and Tutorial Center: 
http://uc.kennesaw.edu/academicinitiatives/docs/Guide_to_the_ESL_Center.pdf 
 
Food/Drink Policy: No food will be allowed in the classroom as per building 
usage requirements. There are designated spaces in the building where eating is 
allowed.  You may drink water or other drinks in the classroom provided 
they are in an enclosed container/bottle.  No open containers, cans or cup will be 
permitted.  Students in violation of this requirement will be asked to leave 
the classroom and will receive an absence for that class period. 
 
 
 
Copyright Law: Kennesaw State University adheres to USG’s policy to respect the 
right of copyright holders and complies with copyright laws as set forth in the United 
States Copyright act: http://www.usg.edu/copyright/ 
 
Web Accessibility: Kennesaw State University follows the guidelines of the Universal 
Design for Learning standard of web accessibility. Faculty use Word, PDF, and HTML 
formats when communicating electronic information to students whenever possible and 
appropriate in light of the goals of the course. Faculty are trained to use Web 
Accessibility Evaluation tools, e.g., WAVE (www.wave.webaim.org), and make 
adjustments as possible and appropriate in light of the goals of the course.  For free 
resources available to students on web accessibility, please visit the Web Accessibility 
Resources page at the Distance Learning 
Center:  http://www.kennesaw.edu/dlc/facultyresources/index.php# 
 
Electronic Recording and Social Media: Electronic recording performed without 
the consent of the people being recorded chills the free exchange of ideas. Academic 
freedom, free inquiry, and freedom of expression should not be limited by the fear that 
one’s brainstorming, polemic discourse, speculative inquiry, or any other kind of 
expressed curiosity made within the space of a university classroom will be made public 
without one’s consent. This fear is unacceptable regardless of whether one is in an 
online, hybrid, or face-to-face classroom setting. Accordingly, no person shall make 
public any electronically recorded class discussion without the written permission of the 
instructor. This policy is not intended to discourage electronic recording in the 
classroom or the use of social media when such actions are performed with the written 
consent of the instructor, and others as appropriate. Note: Faculty accommodate all 
reasonable requests to electronically record a class discussion; these requests must be 
documented by the DisAbled Student Support Services available 
at: http://www.kennesaw.edu/stu_dev/dsss/prospect.shtml 
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