COMM 3050 – JOURNALISM
SPRING 2013
Tuesdays
Instructor – Cheryl Shinall

Contact Information
cshinall@spsu.edu
678-915-7236

Office Hours
M & W – 1:00-2:00
T & TH – 12:00-1:00
By appointment

Room  J - 344

Required Text
Harrower, Tim. Inside Reporting – A Practical Guide to the Craft of Journalism, 2nd ED.

To succeed in this course, it is very important that you complete all assigned reading as outlined on the syllabus. Chapter quizzes are a part of course evaluation. 

Course Description

Upon successful completion of this course, you will understand how to:

· distinguish news worthy from non-news stories

· use research strategies to uncover and develop news stories

· compose a variety of journalistic documents, including but not limited to news releases, covering a news beat, writing a feature story, as well as presenting a mock broadcast news segment

Class Attendance and Participation

Attendance is mandatory. Every absence after three absences may result in a full letter grade deduction from your final grade. Class participation is encouraged and will help facilitate learning. Attendance and participation will impact your course grade.

Assignments
All writing assignments must be submitted word processed, with standard type size and margins. For each day (including weekends) an assignment is late, it will be graded down one grade step (for example, a “B” paper that is two days late becomes a “C+”).

SPSU Honor Code

As a member of the Southern Polytechnic State University community of scholars, I understand that my actions are not only a reflection on myself, but also a reflection on the University and the larger body of scholars of which it is a part. Acting unethically, no matter how minor the offense, will be detrimental to my academic progress and self-image. It will also adversely affect all students, faculty, staff, the reputation of this University, and the value of the degrees it awards. Whether on campus or online, I understand that it is not only my personal responsibility, but also a duty to the entire SPSU community that I act in a manner consistent with the highest level of academic integrity. Therefore, I promise that as a member of the Southern Polytechnic State University community, I will not participate in any form of academic misconduct. I also understand that it is my responsibility to hold others to these same standards by addressing actions that deviate from the University-wide commitment to working, living, and learning in an environment conducive to a quality education. Thus, I affirm and adopt this honor code of Southern Polytechnic State University. 

Adopted by the Student Government Association: August 24, 2010
Adopted by the SPSU Faculty: October 28, 2010
Plagiarism
Plagiarism is the representation of another person’s ideas or words as one’s own. The penalty for plagiarism, or other acts of dishonesty, may be course failure.

Students with Disabilities
Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the counselor working with disabilities at (770) 528-7226 as soon as possible to better ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.

Cell Phones
Use is prohibited in the classroom.
Grading
Project assignments will receive letter grades with the following equivalents. Final grades will appear as letter grades (A, B, C, D, or F).

GRADING 

(Letter and number equivalent)

A       90-100

B         80-89

C         70-79

D         60-69

F    Below 60

Projected Assignments and Percentage of Grade

Each student must submit graded assignments as listed below, and class participation and attendance will influence final grade.

	Assignment
	Percent of Grade

	# 1 News Release

# 2 Radio News Story
	10%

15%

	# 3 Beat Report


	15%

	# 4 Team Project – Broadcast Presentation
	20%

	# 5 Profile/Feature Story Project
	20%

	Profile/Feature Story Broadcast Presentation 
	10%

	Class Participation, Quizzes, Practice Exercises, & Attendance
	10%

	TOTAL
	100%


TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE & DAILY ASSIGNMENTS

WEEK # 1

January 8
Course Introduction

Review Syllabus

The 2009 Associated Press Stylebook exert – About the AP; Understanding Editing Marks; How we’ll use this stylebook

Assignments:

Read: Chapter 1 The Story of Journalism and Chapter 10 Public Relations
Read: Chapter 2 How newsrooms work and Chapter 3 News Writing Basics 
News Assignment #1 – News Release
WEEK # 2

January 15
What is News; Writing News Releases; Online quiz C1 and C10, writing activity;
How Newsrooms Work - Who’s Who in the Newsroom; Online quizzes C2&3 and online class activity; The 2009 Associated Press Stylebook exert – A Guide to Punctuation – Punctuation Marks and How to Use Them

Read: Chapter 9 – Broadcast Journalism and Chapter 4 Reporting Basics
WEEK # 3

January 22
Discussion – Writing the Story – The 5 Ws, News Leads, Story Structure; Online quizC4

Reporting Basics; Broadcast News; Writing for Broadcast

 Radio/Television News Reporting; Online quiz C9 

Assignments:

DUE - News Assignment #1 – News Release

News Assignment # 2 – Radio News Story

Read: Chapter 5 – Covering the News

Bring a copy of an Obituary from the newspaper to next class

Bring a copy of a sports story from the newspaper or a magazine to next class

WEEK # 4

January 29
Covering the Obituaries – It’s a start; Online quiz C5

Covering a Beat – Sports; The 2009 Associated Press Stylebook exert – Sports Guidelines and Style

Assignments: Bring a local or national political story from a newspaper to next class
WEEK # 5

February 5
Covering a Beat –Politics
Covering a Beat – Accidents 
Assignments:

DUE:  News Assignment # 2 – Radio News Story

Assignments:

Bring a disaster story from a newspaper to next class

And a court report story from a newspaper to next class
WEEK # 6

February 12
Covering a Beat – Courts; Covering a Beat – Disasters
Assignments:

News Assignment # 3 – Court Beat Report
Bring a “how to” story from newspaper or magazine to next class
WEEK # 7
February 19
Creating Broadcast News that works
Assignments:

News Assignment #4 – Team Project - Broadcast News Story

DUE – Team Project Topic/Team Roles

WEEK # 8
February 26
In Class Teamwork on Broadcast New Story
Assignments:

Read: Chapter 6 – Beyond Breaking News

Bring a copy of a profile story from a magazine to next class
SPRING BREAK MARCH 4-8
WEEK # 9

March 12
Discussion –Writing Profile/ Feature Stories; Online quiz C6

Discussion – Journalistic Interviewing

Assignments:

News Assignment #5 – Profile/Feature Story and Broadcast Presentation
Read Chapter 4 – pg 78-85

WEEK # 10

March 19
Final preparations for Team presentations – In-class Review of Team Projects
Assignments:

DUE - News Assignment #3 –Court Beat Report

DUE – Topic for Profile/Interview Date and Time

Broadcast Presentations of Team Projects
Assignments:
DUE - News Assignment #4 – Team Project - Broadcast News
Read Chapter 7 Law and Ethics

Locate a story about a libel or slander case to bring to next class
WEEK # 11

March 26
Ethics – Press Rights and Wrongs; Understanding libel and copyright law; Online 

quiz C7; Ethics Survey; The 2009 Associated Press Stylebook exert – Briefing on Media Law

Assignments:
Read Chapter 8 Online Reporting
WEEK # 12

April 3
Writing for online media; Online quiz C8

The future of News

WEEK # 13

April 9
Student Conferences – Profile/Feature Story/Presentations
WEEK # 14

April 16
Begin Broadcast Presentations on Profile/Feature Stories
Assignments:

DUE - News Assignment #5 – Profile/Feature Story and Broadcast Presentation
WEEK # 15
April 23
Conclude Broadcast Presentations on Profile/Feature Stories

Semester Wrap-up

C. Shinall 
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