TAKE HOME ESSAY

Greek Philosophy Phase

Philosophy 2200 

Spring 2009
25 Points
Due April 1, 2009 in class
All essays must be double-spaced, word-processed, and free from grammatical and spelling errors.  Your answers should be specific, detailed, developed, and clearly written. Give examples and reasons to support your answers.  Refer to and cite the texts. Organization and clarity of expression are essential for getting full credit.  Develop a thesis statement that addresses all aspects of the question.  This is to be a unified essay.


Discuss in detail how Homer and Hesiod are representative of the Mythic World View with respect to the essential characteristics of the worldview and why Thales represents a departure from this worldview. Why should we take Thales' statement "The nature of things is water" seriously with respect to the characteristics of the Mythic Worldview?  Discuss in detail how Thales represents a departure from the Mythic Worldview and how he still remains influenced by it.


Next, explain this fragment of Herakleitos in light of his general philosophy: "This world-order [cosmos] did none of the gods or men make, but it always was and is and shall be: an ever living fire, kindling in measures and going out in measures.”  Relate this fragment to other fragments discussed in class, especially “god is day and night, winter and summer; war and peace, satiety, and hunger."  

Finish you essay with a discussion of how the philosophy of Herakleitos and Parmenides influences Plato’s Theory of Forms and the nature of the soul.  Also, incorporate the influence of Pythagoras’s philosophy into your discussion.  Make sure you direct your reader to the relevant passages in the Apology, the “Allegory of the Cave,” Phaedo, and the Symposium in support of your thesis.  This portion of the essay is crucial.

