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APPENDIX

I

Note on Pronunciation

The text contairs both Sanskrit and Hindi words and pames, a5 well as a few
fram the Tamil South. Certain words and names | have spelled in Hindi, simply
pecause they are so much a part of the people’s tradition that it would be archaic
for the student to learn these terms primarily in Sansksit, Thus, | have used
daréan, prasad, and dsmm rather than the Sansksit daréana, prasida. and asrama,
Simitarly, 1 used the names laganndth, Veordivan, and Govardhan rather than
[agannatha, Vindavana, and Gouardhann. | have keptin Sanskrit transliteration
the names of the gods, rites, and concepls which a student will commonly meet in
other reading.

1. There are short and loog vowels, the latter indicated by “long-marks” or
macrons, Here are some examples from this text:

a lasinbut) darsan G (asin father} prasad
i (asin it} linge i {asin magazine} devi
u  las in put) Upanisad i (as in rude) mirti

dipthongs: e{as in prey} Ganesa; ai {asin aisle) Vaignava; o asinblow {Govardhan);

.y (as in now) Gaudiya

2. The underdotted ¢ is.b;o.nt;uﬁce-d W aa i rich. Kisnd, Vindavan.

3. Both éand s may be pronounced “sh.” The underdotted s is made with the tip
o the tongue slightly curved taward the roof of the mouth. The "c” is pronounced
“ch” as in church (upacdral.

4. Aspirated consanants {those followed bry an “h"} are pronounced as follows:
bh (as in clubhouse) Bhagavad Gita: dh (as in roundhouse) Covardhan: th [asin
hothousey Rathyatrd,

5. Underdotted consonants —t, th.d, dh, n, and s — are not comion phonerues
in English and are produced by curling the tongue slightly backward tosward the rocl
of the mouth, The underdotted | is a Tamil phoneme.

& 1n Sanskrit, fwo-syllable words are accented on the fiest syllable (devi,
mérti, Vignu), In words of more than hwa syllables, the penultimate (next to
last} syMable is accented if it is lonp (Ganesa, since “e” i5 3 long vowel; Kha-
jurdlwo). In such words, it the penultimate is shart, then }he accent is upon the
antipenulimate {third [rom last) syllable (Himalaya, Dyirakd, maidala).

7. 1n the few Hindi wards here, there is usually a final syllable (the "a" sound)
dropped. Thus, the accent falls on the last syllablein prasiid, and on the first syllable
in doréan and aéramn.
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Glossary

Agni The Vedic god of fire; also fire itself, especially the sacrificial
fire.

arati The circling of oil lamp-lights before \heimage of the deity: used
alsa 1o describe the entire sequence of honor-offerings made to
the deity.

aéram A forest hermitage: adwelling place for ascetics, sages, and their
students,

avihana “invoking” a deity Lo be present at the time of worship. lopp-
visarjora).

avalara The “descent” of a deity upon earth: an jncarnation, especially
of Vistua.

bali The tvpe of worship offered to the ancient deities of the vaksa

Jan, including olferings of flowers, water, incense, as well as
meat and liguor.

Bhagavad Gitd “The Song of the Lord,” forms part of the sixth book of the epic
Mahibharata and contains Lord Krsna's teaching and revela-

... ... tontothe warior Asjuna.

Bhigavata The name of an early theislic movement which centered around-

the worship of the Lord (Bhagavan) rather than the rituals of
sactifice.
Bhairava The “lerrible, Frightful” one; a fearsome §orm of Lord Siva as

well as the name for a wider group of ancient deilies.

bhakti “Devotion: honar; love.” From bhaj. meaning to share, 10 be
devoted, to love. The heart’s attitude of devetion and love
toward the Lord.

Brahma The creator god, having four heads, ane to look in each direc-
tion. Also knewn as Prajapati. Brahma has no cult.

Brahman The Supreme Being, the Ome self-existent power. the Reality
which is the source of all being and all knowing.-

Brihmana The name of the priestly and ritual texts attached to the four
Vedas.

brahmin The priestly class or a membef of the priesthy class, charged with
the duties of learning, teaching, and pecforming rites and sacri-
fices.
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daita

darsan

devi

dhim

Ganesa

Ganga

Gaudiya

Govardhan

Gupta

Hanuman

Indra
fagannath

Kali

Populac Oriya form of dailya, one of many class-terms for
dewmons in ancient India, also referring to one of the native non-
Aryan tribes. The daitas at Puri are, significantly, the servants
of Jagannith — ore of their own deities.

Sanskrit, darfana. The “auspicious sight” of the deity. Also a
"point of view,” or a philosophical position.

"Goddess.” Used to refer to the thousands of local goddesses,
thve consorts of the great gods, and the Great Gaddess, the Devi
or Mahidevi.

" Abode, dwelling.” A sacred place known to be an “abode” of
Cod. There are fous great dhams: Badrinath, Purl, Rameévaram,
and Dvaraka.

One of the narmes of the Devi as consort of Siva. Both amother
and & warrior: her autumn festival Durgad Piija is one of North
india’s great celebrations.

The dham of West India, located on the coast in Gujerat, The
capital of Lord Krsna in his last days and the site of Visnu's
Dvarakadhisa image.

“Lord of Ganas.” The eiephant-headed son of Siva and Pasvati
and the keeper of the thresholds of space and time, to be hon-

“ored at the doatweay and af [He6algét of any vertiare. " ™7 "

The sacred river of North India, also personitied as a goddess,
the daughter of the Himalayas and the sister of Parvali.

The Bengali sectarian movement of devotion 1o Krsna, launched
by Caitanya in the sixteenth century. “The Gaudiyas “redis-
covered” the sites of Vraj.

The holy hill of Krsna devotion in the Vraj area; the hill said to
have been lifted by Krsna to protect the villagers from Indra's
rains of wrath; the site of the culius of an andent local cowherd
hero-god.

The name of the great North Indian empire from the fourth to
sixth century A.D.

The monkey-god. famous as the faithful servant of Rama who
helped Rama retrieve Sitd from caplivity in Lanka: worshiped
today in his own right as the focus of a vigorous cult.

The Vedic warrior god, wielder of the thundesbolt and drinker
of the intoxicating Soma. In later times, a directional regent.
“Lord of the Universe.” Name of the deity of Puriin Orissa, said
to be a manifestalion of Krsna.

The harrific goddess wha is both mather of life and destroyer.
Sometimes the Sakti of Siva, and sometimes the supreme being,
the Mahadevi, apparently unattached to any consort god.
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Khajurahe
Konarak

Krma

kunkum

linga

mandala

mankra

fmaya
meld

mudra

marti

naga

The mythical Himalayan mourntain said to be the residence of
Siva.

Ore of the seven sacred cities of India, situated in the Tamil
south.

The “Luminous, Shining” cily, one of the seven sacred cilies of
India on the banks of the Gariga in the north. Also known as
Varanasi, or Banaras.

A temple site built under the patrenage of the Chandellakings of
north central India in the eleventh century.

A great Sun temple on the Orissan coast of East India, built in
the thirteenth cenlury.

The ancient cowherd god and hero of India, the adviser of
Astuna on the battlefield of the Mahiabharata war, the playful
lover of the milkmaids in Vraj. Said to be ant auatdre of Visnu,
but honored and loved in his own right.

Satfron colored powder, used ta anoint images of folk deities
and used also in ordinary decoration and cosmetics. Sindar,
made from red lead, is also used in this way.

The goddess who embodies auspiciousness, wealth, and good
fortune.

.. "Play,”. especially the play .of. Kgyna with. his companions .and.

with the milkmaids in ¥mdavan, where the lil@sthalas are the
"pplaces of the Lord’s play.”

The "sign, emblem” of Siva and the focus of Siva worship.

The “circle” or ciscwlar diageam Ihat functions as a schematic
map of the sacred universe. 1 is the symbolic form of paintings,
temples, even cities.

A sacred formula or utterance; a prayer,

“Thusion.” The illusory quality of this transitory world of “names
ard forms.” The mistaken perception of the world as perman-
ent, when in truth it is a “passage.” sarisdra.

A.fair, especially areligious fairor festival to which people often
come some distance on pilgrimage.

In artistic representation, a way of holding the hands and fingers
s¢ as to indicate a particular meaning; for example, there is a
rudra of protection, a mudri of teaching, a mudn? of medita-
lion, and so on.

“Farm, likeness.” The irmage of the deity, as a focus for worship
and darian. '

The ancient secpent deities of India, associated with pools and
streams; approptiated by each of the great deities in their rise to
supremacy.
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Nathdvara

nayanmar

nirguna

pitha
pralaya
prana

prasad

Ramanuja

Rathyalré
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The “Lord's Doot,” acultic site of the Vallabhites in Rajasthan,
where Krsna is honcred as Srinath-ii-

The "leaders” {singuiar, nAyanar; plural, naymTnar) of the Tami)
Baiva devotional movemen, beginning especially with the three
poet-saints who composed the Tévaram between the sixth an
the ninth centuries.

Without gunas.” The gnas are “qualities” o ~auributes” and
nirgura refersto that to which na qualities, attributes, of adiec-
lives may be ascribed, i.e. Brahman-

“Placing, marking.” The assignment of various deities to differ-
ent parts of the pady, with ritual and prayevs.

The symbolic “footprints” of adeity orsaint, by which the deity
or saint is honored.

“Iaughter of the Mountain {parvat).” The wiie of Siva, who
won the ascetic lord as her husband by austerities.

~Geat, pench.” A Locus of goddess warship, Thereare variously
said to be 52 of 108 pithas.

Theuniversahdissolurion attheendof oneofthe vas asonscalled a
kalpa, or a day of Brahma.

ireat, Hife.” The e of the deiy.as established i the image Y

the pr&napmlis_[hﬁ rite.

“Favor, grace.” In worship, theEoodwhichisoiferedlo!hedeity
and ther returned, consecrated., asthe ~geace” of the Lordtothe
devotee.

~\Worship.” Ordinarily involves the presentation of “henor of-
{ecings” (upacaras} to the deity.

The brahmin priest responsible for the worship (witjd) of the
deity.

One of the cighteen collections of “ancient glories” which pre-
serve traditions of myth, jegend, and ritual.

The dham of the Lor¢ in Bast India, where the great temple of
Krsna Jagannath is located.

The virtuows king and hero of the epic Ramayana. Saidto be an
soaaraof Visnu, but honored and loved inhisown right taday.
Husband of the $aithiu] wile, Sita.

An eleventh century South India philosopher, whogavea phil-
osophical foundation to the Vaisnava devotional movement
which becarne knowif as Sri Vaignavism.

“The Journey of the Chariot.” The name of the yearly festival in
Puri when the images of Jagannith, Balarama, and Subhadsa
are Laken out in procession in three great chariots.

&ri Vaisnava

svayambhil

GLOSSARY —-__"_______________,__.__1-&2

sadhw A "holy man,” generally an ascetic as well.

saguna “With gunas.” The gunas are “qualities ” oF “attributes” and
snguna refers to that understanding of the divine which is de-
scribable with qualities, attributes, and adjectives (opp.
nirgunal.

Baiva Name for the cult of §iva and for his followers.

Sakta Name for the cult of the Devi and for hes followers.

sakti “Energy. power.” Aterm appliedtothe Gaddess, eithet aloneor
¢ the consort of one of the male deilies.

talagrama The smooth stone said 1o be 2 “natura) form” tsvartipa) of
WVignu.

sarnsara “Passage.” The term used ta describe the ceasekass round of birth
and death and rebirth. The changing world,

Sankara The ca.ninth century seacher {acdrym) who is the principal ex-
ponent of Non-Dualistic philasophy. called Advaita. Said to
have organized Indian ascetics into four orders. with headquar-
ters at the fouy comers of India.

sannyasin ~Renouncer.” One who has left behind worldly attachments for
a life of contemplation, wandering. and asceticism.

sasira “Teaching.” A sacred treatise OF body of learning, such as Dhar-

o masdstra, Lhe “Teachings about Dharma.”

Sesa - ~araminder- The serpent upen which Visnu reclines on the
primordial waters; atso called Ananta, the “Endless” one. 5esa
“remains” even when the universe is destroyed.

sikhara The spire of a temple. iterally the "peak.” Also the word for
“mountain peak.”

ilpasastras The telipious treatises having ‘o do with architecture and the
arts, the making of temples and images. Intended For $ilpins,
“artists,”

Siva The " Auspiciaus One.” The many-faceddeity, both creator and
destroyer. auspicious and seemingly inauspicious, who, along
with Visnu and Devi, is one of the three most widely worshiped
deities of ladia.

Skanda The God of War, son of Giva and Parvati: saicl to have been

raised by siX foster-mothers [the Krttikas) and therefore is olten
depicted with six heads and called Kartlikeya.

The Visnu bhakti movement of South india, which emerged
(rom the line of the Alvar poet-saints and the philasopher
Ramanuja.

“Self-born, self-m anifest.” That whichis beginningless. uncreat-
ed; therefore, used to describe cettain images which are said to
have appeared spomaneously and were not pstablished by hu-
man hands.
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tapas
tirtha
tirthayatra
upactéra

Upanisad

vahana
Vaisnava
Vallabhite

Varanas!
Varkast

V astupurusa

Veda

© wisariana

Visnu

Vigvanath

Vithoba

Vraj

Yrddvan

“Heat.” Especially the heat generaled by ascelic practices, be-
lieved to be creative, like the brooding heat of a mother hen.

*Ford, crossing place.” A place of pilgrimage.
The journey (yitra) to the sacred place (firtha}. Pilgrimage.

"Honor ofering.” A means of showing respect, thus the offer-
ings made to the deity in worship, such as flowers, perfumes, in-
cense, etc.

One of the speculative sacred tex1s attached to the four sarithitas
(the “collections” of hymns) of the Vedas.

The “vehicle” upon which a deity rides, usually an animal.
Name For the cult of Visnu and for his followers.

Following the tradition of Vallabha, (he fifteenth/sixteenth cen-
tury philosopher-devotee who gave a philosophical foundation
ta the rising Krsna &hakli movement in North India.

india’s mast famous sacced city, one of the seven sacred cities,

located on the banks of the Garga in North India, Also Kasi,
Banaras.

Name of the sectarian devotional movement in Mahasastra

which honors the deity Vithoba (a_form of Visnu/Krsna) in

Pandharpur.

The archetype of a house or temple, personified as a person
{purusa) whose limbs and bodily parts. subdued by the gods, be-
core the symbolic foundation of the temple.

“Wisdorm, knowing.” Applied to the sacred wisdom of Lhe four
Vedic “collections” (sarkitas): The Rg, Sama, Yajur, and Atharva
Vedas, More loosely applied to the Brahmanas, Aranyakas, and
Upanisads attached to each collection as well.

The “dismissal” of the deity after the worship is complete (opp.
Avdhana},

Along with 5iva and Devi, one of the three most widely wor-
shiped deities of Lndia. The “Pervader,” known for his three
great steps by which he ciaimed the whole universe.

$iva, the "Lord of All” as present in the sacred city of Kasi,
Viranasi.

The deity of Pandharpir and the focus of Maharastrian devo-
tion.

The homeland of Krsna in the Mathura area of central Marth
indiz.

The village of Vraj especially celebrated as a center of Krsna
worship, the place of Krsna's ehildhood and youth.
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yaksa/yaksi

yantra

The ancient male and female deities of the “life cult” of non-
Aryan India; associated with trees, pools, and vegetative abun-
dance.

AE “device” for hamessing the mind in meditation or worship. A
diagram, usually of geometric interfocking triangles and clrcles.
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