Southern Polytechnic State University
SWE 4713 - 3 credit hours

Software Application Domain
Spring, 2012 – TTh 7:30 PM – 8:45PM

1. INSTRUCTOR: 
        Dr. Ermias ‘Jerry’ Mamo 
        OFFICE: 
            Room J366, J Building, SPSU
        OFFICE HOURS: 
            By appointment only. 
        OFFICE PHONE: 
            Contact using the below email address for appointment. 
        E-MAIL: 
      emamo@spsu.edu 
         the subject of all messages must be SWE 4713 

2. COURSE TEXTS: 

Financial Management and Computer Applications, in Finance

by James C. Vanhorne , Stuart B. Van Horne  
2. COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This is an introductory course in computerized Accounting/Finance.   Applications include accounts receivables and sales, accounts payables and purchases, general ledger, payroll, inventories, financial reports, charts and graphs. No prior accounting knowledge is required.

Accounting is generally concerned with the identification, collection, processing, analysis, interpretation and communication of economic information about an organization, and as such, there is considerable degree of affinity between the accounting and information systems fields. Accountants, as information specialists, must acquire a common body of knowledge relating to information systems if they are to succeed in today's increasingly competitive, computer laden and technologically driven business environment. 

Accountants typically play four major roles with respect to information systems and their products: as users, evaluators, controllers, and builders. This course is intended to help you play those roles effectively. It provides you with a comprehensive introduction to computers in business, particularly for accounting and finance applications. The course is broad in its breadth and is oriented toward principles, concepts, and ideas rather than primarily toward the technical aspects of information systems. 
4. COURSE OBJECTIVES:
Students are able to:

· Describe accounting and finance techniques used by internal management to aid in planning, directing, controlling, and decision-making activities.
· Discuss the relationships between manual accounting applications and computerized accounting applications.  

· Use software as a tool for solving accounting problems in accounts receivable, accounts payable, sales, purchases, payroll, and inventory.
· Apply practical accounting skills for business problem solving, budgeting, and financial analysis through utilization of computerized spreadsheets and the creation of accounting applications using a programming language of students' choice and a database.

5. COURSE OUTLINE:

Part I.  Review of Basic Accounting Concepts

1. Accounting overview, financial statements, and current assets

2. Accounting Principles

3. Overview of bookkeeping 

4. Accounts and Recording Transactions

5. Revenue recognition, fixed assets, and liabilities

6. Long-term Assets

7. Long-term Liabilities

8. Adjusting Entries

9. Accountings receivable and bad debts expense
10. Excercises

11. Quiz 1
Part II. Review of Basic Finance Concepts

1. Financial Statement Analysis

2. Equities, cash flow, and financial reporting
3. The Time Value of Money
4. Preparing Depreciation Schedule

5. Excercises

6. Quiz 2

Part III.   Accounting Information Systems

1. Business processes and AIS data

2. Understanding and designing accounting data
3. Understanding and designing forms
4. Excercises

5. Quiz 3

Part IV.  Final project presentations.

6. GRADING:
Your raw score will be obtained by a weighted average as follows: 

Quizzes 10%

Assignments 15%

Midterm 20%

Final Exam 30%
Project        20%
Class participation/attendance  5%

Unless otherwise noted, all assignments are worth the same value, and all quizzes are worth the same value. The final exam is comprehensive.

The following grading scale will be used:

	Letter grade
	Numeric score
For Undergrads 
	Numeric score

For GRADS 

	A 
	90-100 
	92-100 

	B 
	80-89.xx 
	80-91.xx 

	C 
	70-79.xx 
	70-79.xx 

	D 
	60-69.xx 
	not given 

	F 
	below 60 
	below 70    


7. ADDITIONAL INFO:

· Disaster planning.  In the remote case that the SPSU campus needs to be closed, classes will continue through WebCT and email. In the even more remote case that SPSU servers also go down while the campus is closed, (and only in that case), please contact the professor as soon as possible at jmamo1298@gmail.com for further arrangements.

· Students with disabilities. students who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the counselor working with disabilities; visit http://www.spsu.edu/home/services/attic.html

· Late Assignments. Normally, late assignments will NOT be accepted and a grade of 0 will be noted; however, partial credit is given for partial work; if you haven't finished by the due date, submit whatever you have done. If you have special circumstances, talk to the professor, preferably BEFORE the assignment is due. 

· Missed tests/exams.  Normally, there will be no make-up opportunities for missed tests, and a grade of 0 will be noted if you miss a quiz. If you have special circumstances, talk to the professor, preferably BEFORE the test. 

· Cheating Unless otherwise noted, all work submitted for credit is expected to be the work of the individual student (or team, for team assignments). If you use somebody else's work or ideas (other than the textbook, notes and standard references), please specify what you used. If you are found to be violating the rules of academic honesty, the LEAST that will happen is that you will receive a zero in the assignment/quiz, and a letter will be sent to the dean of the CSE school, to be kept on your file (and potentially assign other penalties, including dismissal from school). Notice the 0 on the assignment and the sending of the letter are not negotiable (as per CSE school policy) and are just the LEAST severe penalty. Depending on the situation, harsher penalties may be assessed. 

Notice that collaboration for LEARNING is not only allowed but encouraged. However, unauthorized collaboration on completing an assignment is not. Except under special circumstances, nobody but yourself (or team members when applicable) should see any code, diagrams or text that you will submit. It is OK to explain concepts, but NOT ok to give or show your work to others. If you have any question about whether an act constitutes cheating, please ask the professor BEFORE the act.
· Team assignments Unless otherwise specified, assignments may be done in a team of up to 3 people.  For team assignments, it is important that EVERY member of the team understands the WHOLE assignment, even if they didn't contribute to it. If this is not the case, please mark clearly what parts a person did NOT participate on. I reserve the right to ask any person about any part of a team assignment, and if the person cannot explain it, the whole team will be penalized. In case an assignment submitted by the team is found academically dishonest, the assignment will be given a 0, which means the grades of the whole team will suffer. 

For team assignments, each member should submit on WebCT the same assignment, with the team members clearly noted.

· Intellectual Property Please be advised that according to SPSU policy by handing out your assignments you give SPSU all intellectual property rights to that work. Also, it is assumed that you will secure rights to any media or file you use as part of your assignments.

· Progress Grades In addition to your course final grade, I normally record two progress grades for each undergraduate student in each semester, an "early warning" grade (for undergraduates only) and a midterm grade. These are recorded in the BANNER system and are available to you. The purpose of these two grade reports is to help you assess how you're doing in time to make changes or get help if it looks like you may be heading for an unsatisfactory grade. Progress grades will not appear on your official transcript. If you need help, it is available. The best place to start is with me or with your assigned advisor. If you want to talk to me about your progress, please stop by during office hours, or call or write for an appointment outside office hours. 

· ID for proctored exams At every proctored exam, you will be asked to take identification out before the exam and have it ready. When you turn in your paper, you will also give me your photo identification. I'll compare the name on the ID to that on the paper, and the photo on the ID with the face of the person handing in the exam, then return the ID to you. Acceptable forms of identification are your Hornet Card, a driver's license, or any government-issued document with both your name and your photograph. Everyone will be treated alike, so you must present ID no matter how well I know you. If you come to class without ID, you will be allowed to take the exam, but I'll make a note on your paper and you will have to come by my office with suitable ID prior to the next class period. I apologize for imposing on each of you in this way, and I assure you that this new policy is no reflection upon any of you. Instead, it is intended to preserve the value of your SPSU degree in the face of a very small number of people who would cheapen your degree by cheating their way through school. It is unfortunate that we have to do this, but it is apparently necessary.

· Project  Each group of students will select a project which they will work on through the semester. It involves the design of A financial application that stores data either in a database of file and has, forms, reports and a switchboard for a 'real life' system of their choice.

· Project Ideas A handout will be provided with project ideas.
One key to a good grade in this course will be consistently doing the work on time. 
This four part mantra captures the essence of doing well in this class: 

1. Show up. 

2. Do the work. 

3. Ask questions. 

4. Have fun. 
