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COURSE DESCRIPTION:  What is new media?  In this course we will examine that question in many different ways.  An extremely loose definition might say that new media encompasses all the digital forms of media that have appeared in the latter half of the twentieth century.  Specific examples would include websites, blogs, online video, podcasts, and other forms of digitized media.  

With the rise of new media, theorists are now grappling with an evolving landscape in media culture.  The traditional methods of publication are being challenged and media is converging in ways that affect how an audience reads, experiences and responds to texts.

In ENGL 4010, we will engage with new media both as practitioners and critics.  In addition to readings and discussion, we will analyze and produce new media projects in our study of the subject. 
COURSE MATERIALS:

· Access to a computer and the internet (absolutely vital to this course)

· Access to a quality digital camera (this should not be your cell phone camera!)

· USB Drive

· Access to a microphone or headset (for the podcast assignment) for digital recording
COURSE OBJECTIVES:  Upon the completion of this course, students will be able to:

· Structure content to attract and sustain an interactive audience.

· Conduct research and reporting on a topic in an interactive environment.

· Apply ethical and legal standards to content.

· Identify and use the elements of effective multimedia storytelling.

· Select the most appropriate media for a given purpose.

· Develop and maintain a professional online presence using current and emerging technologies.

ASSIGNMENTS AND DUTIES:  Below are a brief list of the major assignments and duties of this course.  The instructor reserves the right to add or alter coursework at any time.

GRADING:

The following percentages per assignment make up the total of your grade:

Blog – 45%

In-Class Writings/Quizzes – 10%

Portfolio #1: Email Narrative – 15%

Portfolio #2:  Visual As Verbal – 15%

Portfolio #3:  Podcast Assignment – 15%

COMPUTER LITERACY:  This course assumes a degree of computer competency.  I will be teaching you some basic HTML tags and fundamental image editing skills.  This is not a web design course.  You will not learn CSS, Java, or Flash.  These tools are far outside the scope of this course.
SPSU COMPOSITION WEBSITE:  The composition website at our school is a great resource for students.  It contains descriptions of the composition courses, information on the regents exam and more!  Visit the site at:

www.spsu.edu/htc/Composition/students/s_main.htm
ATTENDANCE/TARDY POLICY:  Attendance in ENGL 4010 is mandatory.  We only meet once a week, so it’s vital that you attend class.  You are allowed no more than two absences in this course.  On the third absence your final grade will be dropped a letter grade (ie. if you were meant to receive a B through coursework, you will receive a C).  On the fourth absence, I reserve the right to fail you.  

Three lates are also equivalent to an absence.  At the start of class I will call roll.  If you arrive late to class, it is your responsibility to inform me that you arrived late—if you do not do so, you may be counted as absent.
COURSE EXPECTATIONS:  On a weekly basis you’re expected to:

1.) Meet the blog requirements of the course every week.  This includes reading and commenting substantively on at least 2 of your peer’s blogs, every week.
2.) Complete the readings for the course by each class period.
3.) Be aware of the due dates for major assignments and work solidly toward completing them.    
LATE ASSIGNMENT POLICY:  Since this course practices process writing, you will know about assignment due dates well in advance.  Any assignment that is not uploaded/submitted by the preordained date and time will be considered late.  Late assignments are not accepted.  This goes for blog entries as well. 
PLAGIARISM POLICY/STATEMENT:  Plagiarism is claiming false authorship to a text or creative work.  It is an act of academic dishonesty and will be taken very seriously.  Willful plagiarism can result in failure of the course or other academic consequences such as suspension or expulsion.  
Note:  There is absolutely no reason for anyone in this course to plagiarize.  If you’re unsure as to how to cite a particular source, do not simply leave off the citation—that is considered plagiarism.  If you have questions, consult your style guide or contact me immediately!  MLA has a format for the citation of basically anything.  There is always a correct way to avoid plagiarism and properly utilize sources in your work.  
DISABILITY STATEMENT:  Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this class should contact the counselor working with disabilities at 770-528-7244 as soon as possible to better insure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.
