
Nov. 2 Math 1190 sec. 52 Fall 2016

Section 4.7: Optimization

Optimization problems arise in every field of study and every industry.

I minimize cost and maximize revenue,
I maximize crop yield,
I minimize driving time,
I maximize volume,
I minimize energy

Often, some constraint (extra condition) must simultaneously be
satisfied.



2nd Derivative Test

Recall: If c is a critical number of the function f , and
I f ′′(c) > 0, then f has a local minumum at c

I f ′′(c) < 0, then f has a local maximum at c.



Applied Optimization Example

A 216 m2 rectangular pea patch is to be enclosed by
a fence and divided into two equal parts by another
fence parallel to one of its sides. What dimensions of
the outer rectangle will require the smallest total
length of fencing and how much fencing will be
needed?



Figure: Different pea patch configuration that all enclose 216m2.











Applied Optimization Example
Show that among all rectangles with perimeter 8m, the one with the
largest area is a square.







Applied Optimization Example
Find the volume of the largest right circular cylinder that can be
inscribed in a sphere of radius 10.

Figure: Different cylinders can be inscribed in the same sphere. We want to
find the largest possible one.












