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GLOBAL WARMING:  CAUSES AND EFFECTS

Course Description:  This course will address the science behind global warming, its sources in human activity, and its alarming effects on human health and the viability of natural ecosystems.  The class will explore the role greenhouse gases play in global temperature changes, rising sea levels, the disruption of agriculture, melting glaciers and new diseases, but will also discuss ways of ameliorating the environmental crisis global warming has produced.  Students will study the course content through a variety of sources, including assigned readings, lectures, informal class discussions, class activities, invited speakers, and field trips.  Will fulfill first or second Honors Colloquium requirement.  
Text Book for reference only ( no need to purchase)
1. Environmental Science: Earth as a Living Planet, 5th Edition, Daniel B. Botkin & Edward A. Keller John Wiley & Sons, Inc. - New York, NY.

2. Principles of Environmental Science, Cunningham, W.P. and Cunningham, M.A. Third Edition. McGraw-Hill.          
 


TENTATIVE  SCHEDULE TO DISCUSS TOPICS (subject to changes):

	weekly 
	

	Starting from Wed June 2
	                   topicS

	Phase 1
	Introduction to class. An overview of Climate & Pollution Climate change & Video on Global warming

	
	Factors causing Global warning

	
	Greenhouse house effect and mechanism

	
	Changes in the green house gases

	
	Group 1 discussion: US debates on climate change

	Phase 2
	Potential effect of global warming: Changes in climate, Rise in sea, Glaciers level/video

	
	Science of global warming:  El Nino 

	
	Group II discussion: World debates on Climate change

	Phase 3
	Adjustment to potential global warming: Living with global change& Awareness to protect the environment

	
	Group III discussion:  Global Awareness to protect our environment-Schools, Communities,Weblinks, Media, Propagandas etc

	Phase 4 

( Divide class in 2 groups
	Group 1: Oral presentations of chosen current topic on Global warming 

	
	Group 2:  Oral presentations of chosen current topic on Global warming

	
	 Last day of Class 


Grading Policy: 

1. Oral presentation : 50 points

2. Written Assignment : What is Global warming and describe the factors affecting global warming ( 50) 
3. Total: 100 
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