 STUDY ABROAD PROGRAM IN BIOTECHNOLOGY

Global Biotechnology-Study Abroad
BTEC SA- 4110
(SA 4490)
INSTRUCTOR
Dr Premila Achar
Associate Professor of Biotechnology
Dept. of Biological and Physical Sciences
PH: 770-499-3524
FAX: 770-4236625
email: pachar@kennesaw.edu
Home page: http://science.kennesaw.edu/~pachar/
COURSE
 BTEC- 4110 : Global Biotechnology-Study Abroad
COURSE PREREQUISITE
BIOL3300- Genetics ("C" or better grade)/Exposure to Genetic/Discretion of program director.
OBJECTIVES
This course provides students with a course dealing with key scientific, social, economic, commercial, and ethical issues that are associated with the development and growth of the biotechnology industry in global market. This course includes a traditional immersion experience in a host university along with travel to another country and intercultural experiences. Students will learn about the role of biotechnology and its application in industry with a global perspective. The travel component of this course enhances the academic and personal experience of the students.  In addition, this course will give students an opportunity to learn about their chosen academic field or career choice from an international perspective, learn about communication and interaction skills with people from the host country, and establish successful relationships with others from around the world.
1. Purpose of the Course 

The course opens a window to a world of new experiences and provides unique experiences in Biotechnology. The course:
· Provides students with a course that deals with the key scientific, social, economic, commercial, and ethical issues that are associated with the development and growth of the biotechnology industry.

· Enhances classroom teaching with an extensive program of course-related study tours to industries, research institutions and universities.

·  Introduces students to an opportunity to cross-cultural experiences and traditions, an increased knowledge of the host country.
· Provides with new situations that test students’ abilities to adapt and learn; often challenging environments. 
· Students will gain skills that are valued in today’s competitive workplace such as cross-cultural communication skills, flexibility, resilience, and the ability to adapt to new circumstances and work with co-workers of varying cultural backgrounds.

TEXTS
1. Each person shall purchase an agreed upon travel book depending on the country of visit.
2. Survival kit for Overseas living - L.Robert Kohls Nicholas; Pub.- Brealey Intl, Edt.4  2001
Straus and Giroux, 2002.
CALENDAR 

The itinerary is revised every year depending on the host country chosen to visit.

Approximate date of travel: May 15-30
CONTACT HOURS
The course content, in principle, will vary as appropriate to the country visited. Students will spend at least 4 hours/day attending classroom instruction, lab and other educational activities including visits to biotechnology industries and attend special lectures. They will also have the opportunities to visit places of interest in the host country. The contact hours will include 5-6 lectures prior to departure, 40 hours of Lab (4 h per day for 10 days) and for other related academic matters. The course will have a total number of 80 hours of classroom level of learning. Students will be expected to complete pre-trip and post trip assignments on related topics in Biotechnology. 
PROGRAM EVALUATION

Students will be graded on the assignments prior to departure and on return, and daily work will be assessed in the form of lab reports and field trips. Attendance of special lectures and workshops, planned trip to industries or any academic related activities will be also be given credit. 

COURSE GRADING PROCEDURE
Final letter grades A, B, C…in the course will be assigned according to the point breakdown listed below: 

	PRIVATE
Graded assignments
	Totals
	
	Final course grades
	Percentage (%)

	Class Discussion/Oral Presentation
	10
	
	A = 315-350 pts.
	90-100

	Pre- Trip Assignment
	50
	
	B = 280 - 314 pts.
	80-89

	Lab Reports/Assessments/Daily Activities
	100
	
	C = 245 - 279 pts.
	70-79

	Post-Trip Assignment
	50
	
	D = 210 - 245 pts.
	60-69

	Tour Reports: check below
	50
	
	F < 209 pts.
	<60

	Study abroad Trip evaluation:check below
	40
	
	
	

	Grand Total
	300
	
	
	


Evaluation criteria:

Pre & Post Trip Assignment, Lab Report and Tour Report
Consider pre and post as research papers with an intro about the subject, and several paragraphs indicating past, current and future status of each topic ( Like any essay). A 2-page paper, double spaced, 12 font Garamond. Include pictures wherever necessary (no more than 5 with pictures). No bullet forms accepted.

I.  Pre-Trip Assignment:   

Give an overview of “ Role of Microbes in Biotechnology” (due date: a week prior to departure as assigned by program co-ordinator).
II. Lab Reports:

Give a summary of lab work and other academic activities ( separate activities with subheading) at host institution/other institution (due date: a week after return as assigned by program co-ordinator).
III. Post-Trip Assignment:

Progress in Stem cell research in Europe as compared to US (due date: a week after return as assigned by program co-ordinator).
IV. Tour Report (Post-Trip): (due date: a week after return as assigned by program co-ordinator).
Give a summary of:

1. Cities and sites visited and their cultural importance.
2. Title of special lectures and give an overview.
3.  Company/institution visited.
· Name and location of Organizations

· Nature of Primary Activity

· Organization’s salient features

· International collaborations

· Collaboration with US academic and research institutions.

· Student Internship and future collaborations.

4. How this program has helped each student in learning diversity and culture in the host country?
V. Other Evaluation Criteria: 

Behavioral Norms: Professional mature behavior is expected. You will be an ambassador representing both Kennesaw State University and the U.S.A. Please maintain decorum and appropriate standards of behavior. A detailed list of behavioral rules and guidelines as well as penalties for violations will be provided. Violation of these guidelines, displays of inappropriate behavior or not functioning as a contributing member of the group can result in an ‘F’ grade. Since you will be in close proximity and interacting with other tour group members for at least 3 weeks, it is important to accommodate and get along with other members of the group. The extent of your learning will depend on understanding and tolerating the varying types of food, weather, living conditions, social norms and values, and travel arrangements that you will experience during the trip (You will be provided with information regarding respecting culture and religion of host country).
Attendance Policy: Attendance of all scheduled activities during the 3 weeks period  is mandatory.  Students should not be absent from scheduled classes/Lab work, special lectures or field trips unless they have a valid reason. Examples of acceptable excuses include: serious illness, or if student has to leave the program due to a funeral. The determination of the validity of other excuses and the necessary documentation to support them will be at the instructor’s discretion. Cases of illness should be reported to the Program Director or a Faculty member before absenting any scheduled activity. Absence from such activity will result in losing one letter grade.
Enrollment and Drop/Add Policy: Students cannot withdraw from their courses and remain in the program; they must carry at least 3 hours of credit. Program staff will not handle course withdrawals. Students must contact their home institutions (where they are registered) and handle the process themselves. They must provide the Faculty Member and Program Director with evidence that they have dropped the course.

Academic accommodations: Any student with a documented disability or medical condition needing academic accommodations of class-related activities or schedules must contact the instructor immediately. Written verification from the KSU disAbled Student Support Services is required. No requirements exist that accommodations be made prior to completion of this approved University documentation. All discussions will remain confidential.
Academic Integrity Statement:  Every KSU student is responsible for upholding the provisions of the Student Code of Conduct, as published in the Undergraduate and Graduate Catalogs. Section II of the Student Code of Conduct addresses the University's policy on academic honesty, including provisions regarding plagiarism and cheating, unauthorized access to University materials, misrepresentation/falsification of University records or academic work, malicious removal, retention, or destruction of library materials, malicious/intentional misuse of computer facilities and/or services, and misuse of student identification cards. Incidents of alleged academic misconduct will be handled through the established procedures of the University Judiciary Program, which includes either an "informal" resolution by a faculty member, resulting in a grade adjustment, or a formal hearing procedure, which may subject a student to the Code of Conduct's minimum one semester suspension requirement. 
BUDGET:  To be finalized/check under lecture
ITINERARY: To be finalized/check under lecture
STUDY ABROAD TRIP  EVALUATION

    

   

Global Biotechnology-Study Abroad
BTEC 4110

INSTRUCTOR:

Dr Premila Achar 
 

Please write below your constructive comments on the various facets of the study abroad program. As you write, bear in mind that your evaluation will assist in the planning for future faculty seminars, as well as for future exchange/study abroad programs. 

You need not include your name on the evaluation. 

Please send your evaluation to Dr Premila Achar (contact address below)
 
 

(Please print neatly or type information – feel free to attach additional sheets if needed)

1. Orientation / Preparation:

2. Cost:

3. General Organization:

4. Ground Transportation (Train/Bus):

5. Lodging accommodations (include all places of stay )
6. Lectures: 
7. Industry Site Visits and Presentations:

8. University Site Visits:

9. Cultural Sites and Excursions as well as any other sites visited independently:

10. How do you plan to utilize information gained on the seminar in your teaching and/or research? Please describe any follow-up activities that you hope to capitalize on for enhancing future teaching and research:. 

11. What were your learning goals for the seminar? Were these met? What aspects of the program contributed most to your learning?
12. Did the structure of the program facilitate interaction with colleagues in the host country? If not, how could this aspect be improved?
13. Was there adequate free time (too much?) to explore elements of  culture and society that were of particular interest to you?  
14. How did you adjust to the food? Did the combination of hosted meals, group meals, and daily meal allowances meet your needs? 
15. Did the program help you develop cross-cultural communication and adjustment skills? If so, how?
Packing:

What do you wish you had brought from home? What do you wish you had left at home?

Safety:

Were there any circumstances when you felt threatened or unsafe during the program?

Overall Evaluation:

What was the most positive aspect of the program?

What would you change about the program?

Additional comments, advice, suggestions?


INSTRUCTOR:
Dr Premila Achar
Associate Professor of Biotechnology
Dept. of Biological and Physical Sciences
PH: 770-499-3524
FAX: 770-4236625
email: pachar@kennesaw.edu
Home page: http://science.kennesaw.edu/~pachar/
   THANK YOU!
