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Assorted Notes
Traffic has apparently gotten so bad it’s preventing romance from flourishing more widely.  As per match.com, people wind up being labeled “GU” or “geographically undesirable” because they live beyond reasonable commuting distance (especially in Atlanta, according to their data) (xvi).

In 1983 only one city had congestion such that the average driver spent more than 40 hours in traffic (during peak times)—Los Angeles.  By 1993 it was 12 and by 2003 25 (6).

They go through a bunch of “myths,” chiefly attacking the one that we can’t build our way out of congestion with more roads, which is what they advocate.  One reason is that while the typical suburban community houses between 2,500 and 3,000 people per square mile, mass transit doesn’t get much action unless there are at least 4,000 per square mile.

By now suburbs are actually much more integrated than cities themselves (cf. research by Glaeser) (50).  They cite Plano as an “epitome” of suburbia—but it has all those urban amenities [that’s ‘cause it’s really a “boomburb”) (51).  
Between 1970 and 2000 the average house size ballooned from 1,500 to 2,260 square feet, but at the same time lot sizes are shrinking—from 14,000 to 10,000 square feet over the same time (57).  

We spend ca. 6% of our annual income for gasoline (59).  

Concerns about pollution:  “Recently, city council members in Aliso Viejo, California, took aim at dyhydrogen monoxide, an odorless, colorless substance that claims thousands of lives each year, mostly through accidental inhalation” (60).  They decided not to ban it after they learned that it was also known as “water.”  

To support their roads argument they note that LA has the least amount of pavement per person of the ten biggest cities; Dallas has twice as much and congestion is half as bad (63).  During the last two decades “driving overall nearly doubled, but our roadway system increased by only 4 percent” (64).  They cite Houston as an example of having built enough roads to keep ahead of this problem, using Texas Transportation Institute data (64).  

The reason new roads seem so instantly congested is what Anthony Downs calls “triple convergence”:  the moment new lanes are added or a new highway is built is that people “change (1 their time of travel, (2) their route, and (3) their mode” (65).
The “Houston Model”:  In 1975 Houston commuters took only 10% more time to commute than “free-flow” speeds, but by 1985 it was 30% more.  So between 1982 and 1992 they increased freeway lane miles by 56%, adding 100 miles a year on average.  They also improved traffic signal coordination, ramp metering, etc.  But between 1993 and 2000 they added only 15 miles per year, while population increased 20%, so that travel delay nearly doubled.  
They realized that mass transit wasn’t going to be their solution and road building was the major answer (including putting those express buses on them, I guess).  A majority of the money is coming from tolls, many of which are congestion adjusted. This both brings in revenue and reduces congestion.  They set 25% of the lanes aside for buses.  

Carley, Rachel.  The Visual Dictionary of American Domestic


Architecture.  NY:  Henry Holt, 1994.

Monkkonen, Eric H.  America Becomes Urban:  The Development of


U.S. Cities and Towns, 1780-1980.  Berkeley:  U of Cal P,


1988.

Monkkonen, Eric H.  America Becomes Urban:  The Development of


U.S. Cities and Towns, 1780-1980.  Berkeley:  U of Cal P,


1988.

Allen, Frederick.  Atlanta Rising:  The Invention of an


International City, 1946-1996.  Atlanta:  Longstreet P, 


1996.

