
IT4723 Module 6 – Torts, Contracts and Product Liabilities
Torts – Chapter 7: 
Whenever a company or individual acts unreasonably and causes injury, that person or company may be liable for a tort. In some cases it doesn’t matter how careful or reasonable the company or individual is—they may be liable for any injury resulting from their actions. Torts are an integral part of our civil law, and in this chapter, you’ll learn about what kinds of torts exist and how to defend yourself or your company from potential tort liability. Specifically, you should be able to answer the following questions:
1. What are torts?
2. What are intentional torts, and how does one defend against an accusation of one?
3. What is negligence and how does it affect virtually all human activity?
4. What is strict liability and how does it affect businesses engaged in making and selling products?
5. What are the arguments for and against tort reform?
Contracts – Chapter 6: 
After reading this chapter, you should understand what a contract is, how a contract is formed, the types of law that govern contracts, the elements of common-law contract formation, and defenses to contracts. You will learn about performance and discharge, breach, and remedies. You will also understand important differences between common-law contracts and contracts between merchants under the Uniform Commercial Code (UCC). You will recognize commonly used clauses in contracts and their importance. You will also learn about assignment, delegation, and parol evidence. At the conclusion of this chapter, you should be able to answer the following questions:
1. What is a contract?
2. How is a contract formed?
3. When does common law govern contract formation, and when is the UCC relevant?
4. What are the defenses to performance of a contract?
5. What does it mean to breach a contract, and what are the consequences of breach?
6. What are remedies for breach of contract?
7. What common clauses can be used to accomplish certain goals, such as ensuring expediency, limiting liability, or restricting assignment?


E-Contracts
https://www.upcounsel.com/e-contracts
Product Liability Law
https://injury.findlaw.com/product-liability/what-is-product-liability.html


 
Reading and Research
Creative Commons Open Source Textbook The Legal and Ethical Environment of Business, Saylor Academy, 2012:
Chapter 6: Contracts
Chapter 7: Torts 
E-Contracts
https://www.upcounsel.com/e-contracts
Product Liability Law
https://injury.findlaw.com/product-liability/what-is-product-liability.html
[bookmark: _GoBack]Video Animations (Tort): https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/law/five-tort-law-cases-you-should-know



Assigned Work to Turn In to Online Course (Assignment 6): ): (Modified Assignments similar to those below may be substituted – Any combination of Discussion/Assignment/Group Assignments)

Remember to use proper citations (MLA or APA) in your documents.
1. Read the information found in this article and write 1-2 pages related to your thoughts on what the implications are for the Internet of Things and Tort cases that could possibly result.  How do you think things should change?  Being in the technology field, how do you feel about companies limiting their liability for software that could cause harm?  
2. Read and summarize each of the following cases: 
a. Smart Toys : https://gizmodo.com/smart-toy-maker-to-pay-650-000-after-millions-of-kids-1821878827
b. Hoverboardshttps://www.walnerlaw.com/blog/hoverboard-dangers-and-product-liability-cases/
3. Give your opinions on the future of product liability and the Internet of Things.  Read this pdf as motivation.  You should write 2 pages with different products/devices that will belong to the Internet of Things by 2020 and the implications to product liability.  What does this mean to you as a consumer and as a technologist?
