
IT4723 Module 5 – Intellectual Property: Patents, Trade Secrets, Copyrights & Trademarks
No matter what industry a company operates in, or its size, a company’s intellectual property is often more valuable than its physical assets. While factories and inventory can be rebuilt after a loss, losing control of intellectual property can be ruinous for companies. After reading this chapter, you should be able to apply intellectual property concepts to answer the following questions:
1. Why is it important for the law to protect intellectual property?
2. Under what authority does Congress regulate intellectual property?
3. How can intellectual property be protected?
4. What are the differences between the major forms of intellectual property protection?
5. What are some current ethical issues that arise under intellectual property law?

Reading and Research
Creative Commons Open Source Textbook The Legal and Ethical Environment of Business, Saylor Academy, 2012:
Chapter 9: Chapter 9 - Intellectual Property 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Assigned Work to Turn In to Online Course (Assignment 5): (Modified Assignments similar to those below may be substituted – Any combination of Discussion/Assignment/Group Assignments)
Remember to use proper citations (MLA or APA) in your documents.
1. Case Study: Alice Corporation Pty. Ltd. CLS Bank International 
SCOTUSBlogr Alice Corporation
Read the case listed above and the reasoning at judgement.  Do you agree with the judgement?  What implications does this have both positive and negative for future cases involving software?   
2. Read the article about the case involving Tom Petty and Sam Smith : https://consequenceofsound.net/2015/01/tom-petty-awarded-songwriting-royalties-for-sam-smiths-stay-with-me/ Write a summary paragraph of the case.  With the sheer volume of music now available online for listeners to enjoy, what do you think the chances are of creating an absolutely original sound without some resemblance to an already published work?  Cite resources to valid your argument.   
3. Read and summarize each of the following cases: 
a. Cisco : https://www.businessinsider.com/a-supreme-court-case-goes-against-cisco-2015-5
b. Disney vs. InCom over Magic Band technology: https://www.wdwinfo.com/news-stories/another-patent-infringement-lawsuit-against-disney-was-filed-feb-24/
c. Java copyrights: https://www.theregister.co.uk/2015/01/12/supreme_court_seeks_obama_opinion_in_google_v_oracle/
4. Give your opinions on the “limited term” monopolies protection provided by patents.
5. Do you agree with the compulsory licensing of lifesaving medications to national health emergencies?  What are the consequences of compulsory licensing to the patentee and the people in need of these medications (in wealthy and poor countries)?
