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How can we combat misinformation about 
Africa by critically engaging negative tropes, 

stereotypes, and myths about Senegal?
• Learning Objectives

– Students will demonstrate awareness of their cultural 
values and biases and how those influence 
interaction/relationships with others. (QEP)

– Students will demonstrate flexibility, openness, 
empathy, and tolerance for ambiguity. (QEP)

– Students will espouse and exhibit respect for diversity. 
(QEP)

– Students will demonstrate skills in critical thinking, 
hypothesis-testing, and problem-solving. (syllabus)
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Senegal (Documentary, Discovery, History) 
(Night and Day Production, 2008, 51 min.)
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Bizarre Foods – Senegal, Season 11, 
Episode 2 (Travel Channel, 2016, 42 min.)
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Answer the following…

• What negative tropes, stereotypes, and myths 
about Senegal and Sub-Saharan Africa are 
reinforced in the two videos? 
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Why study Africa?
• The African continent covers 20.4 percent of the Earth’s total surface area. 
• The histories of the West and Africa have been intertwined for more than five 

centuries. 
• Africa is the birthplace of the human species, the witness to the rise and fall of 

some of the most powerful and far-reaching empires the world has ever known, 
and today is the site of some of the Earth’s greatest economic potential. 

• By 2040, one in every five people worldwide will be African (United Nations 2008).
• A critical and a personal undertaking for those 35 million African Americans and 

more than 2.2 million foreign-born blacks in the United States (Morris 2003:255–
256). 

• Africa is a continent on the rise in industry, technology, population, and 
innovation. 

• Africa is diverse and offers alternatives to Western philosophy in political, 
economic, religious, and social thinking. 

– Keim summarizes: “Our best partners may be those who are not going in exactly the same 
direction as we are” (2009:62). 
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