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Geography
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Presentation Notes
The mandinka-Diola region situated in the extreme south of Senegal is called Casamance, a name acquired from Portuguese meaning home of the king or maybe kingdom of Kaasa. The Casamance River divides the territory into two stripes of land which are bordered by Gambia to the north and Guinea Bissau to the south.��The Casamance region is separated from the rest of Senegal by The Gambia which rests along the southern and northern banks of the Gambia River.  This physical separation is part of the reason for the conflict, but there are other issues at play including political and economic isolation (which probably weren’t helped by the geography).  The Casamance region is the southern region of Senegal which, although connected in the East to Senegal, is separated from the rest of Senegal by the Gambia. Casamance is richer in mineral and ecological resources than the rest of Senegal and produces most of the country's food, rice and cotton. The principal inhabitants of the region are members of the Jola ethnic group and many are Christians or practice their traditional spiritist religion, unlike the majority of Senegalese who are Muslim. The sentiment has existed amongst Diola that they do not benefit sufficiently from the region's richness and that Dakar, the capital, reaps most of the profit from the region's products.Therefore, this conflict has historical roots (artificial colonial roots arbitrarily dividing a single ethnic group between nations), as well as resource and identity based causes including differences in religion.The Casamance rebellion is the longest separatist conflict in West Africa. Originally, the conflict was deeply rooted in cultural differences. From inter-ethnic differences, the conflict has extended itself throughout time to become more politically-centered. Casamance is one of the richest regions of Senegal. It is mainly inhabited by a great majority of Jola who cohabitate with Manding and Balanta. The Jola stood against slavery and refused to collaborate with the proslavery advocates. They opposed both tribal chiefs and European administrators who attempted their subjugation. Their refusal to kowtow is one of the reasons why they were marginalized by the colonial administration.Historical documents show that in the remote past, the Jola ethnic groups were found throughout the region in present day Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, and Senegal once known as the Gabu Empire. The separation of the Jola from The Gambia and Guinea-Bissau resulted from the balkanization of the continent. As Audra Dykman states:“It was not uncommon after the colonial scramble for land that ethnic groups found themselves separated by the newly formed international borders. Groups of people that had historically lived together were thus divided and forced to live under this new nation-state and forced to participate in a national identity.”Dykman continues, Casamance has been subjected to Portuguese, English, and French control for over two hundred years. The region was a Portuguese colony until 1866 and a French colony until 1960. The French and the Portuguese’s control of the land resulted in violent confrontations. In the face of the Casamance people’s refusal of authority, the French administration neglected the region and did not care about the aspirations of its inhabitants. It was in this context that the MFDC (Movement of Democratic Forces of Casamance) was created in 1947 “in an attempt to find for the region a more representative voice in Senegalese politics.”Following independence in the 1960s, the newly elected president Léopold Senghor, in an attempt to build a national identity, relocated the Wolof people into the southern lands of the Casamance. The Wolof, who migrated in great numbers, were largely Muslim. They paid no heed to the local customs and most of the arable lands were handed over to them. Their lack of respect for indigenous traditional values created what Aissatou Fall calls “the feeling of otherness.” The resentment of the other ethnic groups of the Casamance sharpened when “sacred forests were destroyed” for the sake of relocating the Wolof settlers.Ignoring the fact that “a sociological principle in Casamance is that the soil and the forests, which are inviolable, cannot be sold,” the government continued its destruction of the shrines. The non-respect of the Jola cultural beliefs was a factor and possible trigger in the beginning of the Casamance conflict.The origin of the Casamance conflict then has been labeled by some as intercultural misunderstandings and forced assimilation and integration. The economic aspect has certainly been a crucial point, but the cultural one has been as well. The Jola do not claim any affiliation with the other Senegalese ethnic groups.The Jola have always been reluctant to historically identify themselves with the Senegalese people. MFDC claims to want to reunifying the Casamance with The Gambia and Guinea-Bissau seeking the eventual rebirth of the Gabu Empire.The Casamance conflict is, then, the revolt of the Jola against settlers who, not only snatched their lands, but also desecrated their ancestral shrines. The settlers were accused of pillaging the land with the complicity of government officials. The marginalization of the Jola was visible in their low political representation. 



Travis Warrington’s GIS Final on the 
Casamance

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are many ways to approach the study of current conflicts in Africa. One suggestion would be to have students discover their own specific questions after thoroughly investigating a particular conflict. Here is an example from a Masters thesis using GIS mapping. Travis Warrington found that even as the conflict in the Casamance intensified, as demonstrated through a high density of landmines, cashew production remained high. He suggests that cashews seem to make an ideal crop during periods of conflict due to its unique characteristics such as a long maturation period (6 years before trees start fruiting) and the fact that it is a tree crop (up off the ground) that doesn’t need intensive management throughout the year.

http://www.traviswarrington.com/intro-gis-final/


Overview

Jola initiates A picture taken on May 2, 1999 shows 
Senegalese soldiers patrolling in the 
forest of the Casamance region near 
Nyssia. Rebels have been fighting for 
secession since 1982. 
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The Casamance Conflict is a low-level, protracted civil war that has been waged between the Government of Senegal and the Movement of Democratic Forces of Casamance (MFDC) since 1982 resulting in more than 5,000 deaths and 10s of thousands of displaced peoples. On May 1, 2014 the leader of the MDFC sued for peace and declared a unilateral cease-fire.The MFDC has called for the independence of the Casamance region, whose population is religiously and ethnically distinct from the rest of Senegal. The most violent years of the conflict were between 1992 and 2001, resulting in more than one thousand battle-related deaths.On December 30, 2004 an agreement was reached between the MFDC and the government which promised to provide the voluntary integration of MFDC fighters into the country's paramilitary forces, economic recovery programs for the Casamance region, de-mining, and aid to returning refugees. Nevertheless some hardline factions of the MFDC soon defected from elements of the MFDC who had signed the agreement and no negotiations took place following the breakdown of talks on February 2, 2005.Fighting again began in 2010 and 2011, but slowed following the April 2012 election of Macky Sall, the 4th President of Senegal. Peace negotiations under the auspices of the Saint Egidio community took place in Rome and on December 14, 2012, where President Sall announced that the Casamance would be a test-case for an advanced decentralization policy.



History
President Abdoulaye Wade (left) with 
Father Augustin Diamacoune Senghor, 
political leader of the Casamance rebels.

Photograph: AFP / Getty Images / Seyllou
Diallo

Pirogues on the Casamance
River
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As Marut (2010), Foucher (2002), and Evans (2003, 2004) have previously noted, there are deep historical roots surrounding the political, social and economic causes of the conflict. The MFDC however, was originally founded in 1947 by Émile Badiene and was not originally a separatist party as it is known today, but it did stand for Casamance interests (Foreign & Commonwealth Office 1999:2). Post-independence, the political movement saw a vast amount of organized support for the MFDC from local populations. Local communities showed support by purchasing MFDC membership cards which were at first very successful. Similar to the Islamization of the ethnic Jola tribe in the early 20th century, the active ‘Wolofization’ in northern Senegal in the early 1980s created marginality between the Casamance region and the rest of the Senegalese nation.  Mobilized protest marches in 1982 and 1983 became increasingly violent and more notably, ‘Red Sunday’ in which estimates of those killed vary between 50 and 200 (although official statistics state 24 deaths) essentially drove the movement underground and prompted the military operation of the MFDC (Evans 2004; Evans and Ray 2012).  There are two main factions within the MFDC, the Front Nord and Front Sud and, as the names suggest, are geographically located North and South of the Casamance River. In terms of unity, the MFDC have continued to fracture due to conflicting reasons on the outcome of the conflict, mainly in relation to the peace process and the laying down of arms. The Front Sud, with its bases situated along the Guinea Bissau border were continually in active combat, and the militarised wing of the MFDC. The Front Nord on the other hand reached an informal agreement with the Senegalese government whereby they retired from active combat in exchange for Senegalese forces leaving and having de-facto control of the region. Consequently, these factions have continued to split within themselves and are divided on a clear, unified mandate which has made peace negotiations stagnant. 1980sThe Casamance region was mostly inhabited by the Jola people who have a long tradition of independence movements. The MFDC had organized peaceful independence demonstrations. In December 1982, hundreds of Casamançais, including many women, demonstrated in Ziguinchor. The authorities responded with widespread arrests. President Wade has acknowledged that the government’s crackdown on the peaceful women’s protest was a “mistake” that set the stage for the subsequent insurgency.A year later, another large demonstration was held in Ziguinchor, with protesters and the newly created MFDC openly calling for Casamance’s independence. The army moved in with gunfire, killing two dozen civilians, according to the official toll, and possibly several times that number, according to other sources. Hundreds were arrested.With the channels for peaceful protest closed off, a number of MFDC leaders who had escaped detention went into the forests and into exile to begin organizing an armed wing of the movement, Atika (“warrior” in the Diola language). They spent most of that decade recruiting, training, and acquiring weapons, including from arms caches left behind by Guinea-Bissau’s former liberation movement and from purchases on the regional arms market.1990sIn 1990, the MFDC began reprisals by attacking military buildings in the region, with alleged covert support from the Bissau-Guinean Army. The Senegalese Army in turn attacked MFDC bases in Basse Casamance and Guinea-Bissau, but both sides were also accused of attacking non-combatants.Several ceasefires were agreed during the 1990s, but none lasted, and the conflict hit European headlines when four French tourists disappeared, both sides blaming each other. Father Augustin Senghor had come to lead the MFDC and pursued a policy of talks and reconciliation. However, the Senegalese government refused to consider independence for the region, leading some MFDC members to split and restart the fighting.Another ceasefire was signed in 1997, but about 500 people were reported dead in battles up until March 2001, when Senghor and Abdoulaye Wade, the President of Senegal, agreed to a peace deal. This allowed for the release of prisoners, the return of refugees, and the clearance of land mines, but did not bring autonomy. Some in the MFDC regarded this as a betrayal, and the movement split with two factions battling each other.2000sSince the split, low-level fighting has continued in the region. December 30, 2004 agreementAs government and rebel leaders were gathering to sign a peace accord in Ziguinchor, people were already experiencing the fruits of peace. With financing from the government, the World Bank, and other donors, some 35 kilometers of rural roads had been built over the past two years to 10 remote communities. Among a score of completed school projects, a new teachers’ college opened in Nyassa in September, along with a health clinic, and a textiles and clothing manufacturing center. In nearby Youtou, work had begun on a community cultural center. In the village of Mpack -- once on the front lines of the war -- a new marketplace was built.Another round of negotiations took place in 2005. Its results were, however, only partial and armed clashes between MFDC factions and the army continued in 2006, prompting thousands of civilians to flee across the border to The Gambia. Father Senghor died in January 2007 making peace negotiations even more difficult as it became more difficult to identity leadership that spoke for the entire movement.In October 2010, an illegal shipment of arms from Iran was seized in Lagos, Nigeria. The Senegalese government suspected that the arms were destined for the Casamance, and recalled its ambassador to Tehran over the matter. Heavy fighting occurred in December 2010 when about 100 MFDC fighters attempted to take Bignona south of the Gambian border supported by heavy weapons, such as mortars and machine guns. They were repulsed with several casualties by Senegalese soldiers who suffered seven dead in the engagement.



Guinea-Bissau connection
Kankouran – the mask of 
circumcision
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One early advantage held by the MFDC was its ability to operate from rear bases across the heavily forested border with neighboring Guinea-Bissau. The presence of large numbers of Casamançais refugees, as well as ethnic and family ties with local communities, facilitated the MFDC’s movement through that country.In time, the MFDC’s presence became a destabilizing factor within Guinea-Bissau. A government attempt to dismiss an army commander, Ansumane Mane, accused of selling arms to the MFDC precipitated a brief but intense civil war in 1998–99, ultimately ending in the ouster of then President Nino Vieira. Guinea-Bissau's former president, Joao Bernardo Viera, was also accused of supplying the rebels with weapons.With Guinea-Bissau’s entry into the West African Monetary Union in 1997, President Viera’s politics began to favor the Senegalese side of the Casamance conflict. This shift put increased focus on Guinea-Bissau’s role in supporting the MFDC. As a consequence of the pressure from France and Senegal, Brigadier Mane was singled out to bear the blame for arms sales to the rebels, which sparked the 1998 coup (Vigh 2006:46-47).While fighters from the MFDC’s hardline Southern Front joined the opposition forces, Senegal dispatched 2,500 troops to support Nino’s government. Thanks to regional peacekeeping efforts, a semblance of peace was restored in Guinea-Bissau. The end to the civil war led to a shift in Casamance’s own conflict, since it brought the expulsion of most MFDC forces from Guinea-Bissau in 2000–01. That military setback -- combined with an erosion of the MFDC’s public support in Casamance itself -- eventually spurred most segments of the group to move away from armed struggle.Since 2000 Guinea-Bissau’s support of the Senegalese government has been a critical factor in the relative calm in the southern Casamance. “Calm in the Guinea-Bissau border area has been the biggest factor in allowing people to return to their home villages,” Martin Evans, lecturer in international development at University of Chester and an expert on Casamance, told a UN news source. “There is not the constant supply of arms to and threat from MFDC guerrillas in Guinea-Bissau.” When he came to power in 2000 in Guinea-Bissau, the then-President Koumba Yala was supportive of Senegalese President Abdoulaye Wade's early attempts to resolve the Casamance conflict, saying he would not allow Guinea-Bissau to be a support base for the MFDC. This stance has held in Guinea-Bissau since. "As several observers have noted, relative calm in Casamance in recent years has been less about the Senegalese government's negotiating prowess and more about political dynamics in Guinea-Bissau.”



Refugees
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Most recently, refugees have fled into The Gambia as a result of sporadic violence in the areas north of the Casamance River and are mainly (and unusually) self-settled amongst their kinsfolk in local Gambian communities rather than integrated into refugee camps or formal settlements.In this case, Casamance refugees tend to negotiate directly with their host families or with the village leadership in order access shelter and land for farming. This is an unusual situation whereby both host and refugee groups share common characteristics such as ethnicity and livelihood practices, and given their shared cultural heritage, they adhere to local political structures which are based on traditional hierarchical systems.  It is important to understand the adherence to these local political structures, making the terms of their settlement informally created outside of any local formal structures or national state policy.Self-settled Casamance refugees under the 1951 Geneva Convention will continue to be classified as refugees under this law as the conflict has not ended, yet there are no provisions in place to; 1) assist with the shift from temporary to long-term integration and subsequent vulnerability of some households; 2) protect or track refugees who are based in urban and coastal areas; or 3) assist with legal rights such as ownership of land or access to political platforms. More importantly, the rigid structure of international law may deter humanitarian intervention that would seek to protect those refugees who are increasingly vulnerable and are unable to return to the Casamance or who are denied rights by local community structures in The Gambia. This then puts strain on both the vulnerable refugees and the host communities.In comparison to other conflicts, the Casamance conflict is small-scale, but it has been resilient (de Jong and Gasser 2005: 218) and has caused heavy military activity with an estimated 700,000 people affected since the start of the conflict. Geographically, heaviest military activity occurred during the 1990s and was predominantly situated along the Casamance/Guinea-Bissau border where key rebel bases were situated. This led to direct bombardments by Senegalese military along this Southern front and there has been great internal instability as a result. The destruction of land, shelter, livelihoods, and the migration (Evans 2003; Foucher 2002; Lambert 2002) of thousands of people both internally and across international borders made this the bloodiest time in the conflict. Even at the height of violence in the 1990s, the MFDC were never strong or unified and lacked coordination between its political and military wings. Attempts to re-unite the different factions of the organisation have proved impossible and in both the past and present, differences have been highlighted through violence (Evans 2004). Political changes in leadership in Guinea-Bissau in the early 2000s (notably 2002 and 2005) geographically shifted the military activity of the conflict which headed North across the Casamance river along the Gambian border where the conflict now remains. This change of military activity is also in line with a shift in displacement patterns where self-settlement was no longer temporary, but on a long-term basis.The conflict has ultimately caused a three-wave displacement pattern that has been both temporary and long-term. Firstly, the majority of displacement has been through internal displacement. IDP estimates have ranged between 10,000 and 40,000 (IDMC 2011). No comprehensive survey has been completed. Official UN figures estimate around 24,000 and unsurprisingly, in an attempt to downplay the conflict, the figure of 10,000 has been estimated by the Senegalese Government.  Secondly, around 7,000 refugees are believed to have fled across the Guinea Bissau border. Similar to the plight of IDPs, there has been mass displacement along this southern border area, but there are few reliable sources to confirm refugee numbers. Figures have varied and are at best inconsistent. Thirdly, there are an estimated 7,546 refugees who have crossed the border and have self-settled into rural Gambian communities in the Western Region. Over the three decades of the Casamance conflict, roughly 1,000 people have been killed or injured by landmines, but this number has been declining since 1997 when over 200 landmine accidents were reported. In 2008, only one accident was reported, but in 2011, 32 people were killed or injured by mines and in in 2013, 3 people have been killed in two separate incidents.The clearance of former minefields is allowing refugees who fled the Casamance for safety and peace in Guinea-Bissau and the Gambia to return to their homelands. Senegalese refugees poured into these countries 10, 15, and 20 years ago and have been living in border villages and communities ever since, putting strains on local agricultural resources. But, with the clearance of mines from the Casamance and the increased prospects for peace, many of these refugees are returning to their home villages in Senegal. These returns are accompanied by increased agricultural outputs from southern Senegal and therefore increased economic activity overall.



International Relations (30 min.)

CSIS: “Supporting Peace in Senegal: The Casamance Peace Initiative”
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Most recently, under official auspices, the Sant Egidio community, a Catholic lay community based in Rome has been mediating negotiations between the political wing of the MFDC and Macky Sall’s government. Sant Egidio has been involved in a number of peace negotiations, including the one that concluded the twenty-year civil war in Mozambique, and have a strong reputation within the international community. Their involvement is supported by the U.S. State Department and has been welcomed by both parties to the conflict. Macky Sall met with U.S. President Barack Obama in March 2013 to discuss the Casamance conflict, a meeting well-publicized in Senegal, which reflects the high level of interest concluding this conflict has in both Senegal and internationally.  And it starts with landmines.  By supporting demining, the United States and Senegalese governments have shown to the people of the Casamance their interest in the region and their desire for peace. Through this strategic investment, the United States has been able to gain trust among Casamance civil society to be able to send a high level delegation to the region to put pressure on the Senegalese government and the MFDC to negotiate.To find out more about the history and recent developments regarding the Casamance conflict, check out the very good panel discussion available online through the Center for Strategic and International Studies on “Supporting Peace in Senegal: The Casamance Peace Initiative,” held on January 15, 2013.Speakers:Ambassador Jim Bullington, U.S. Casamance Advisor in Senegal, CSOColonel Abdourahmane Kebe, Military Attache of the Republic of Senegal in the U.S.Robert D. Lamb, Director and Senior Fellow, Program on Crisis, Conflict, and Cooperation, CSISRebecca Wall, Casamance Project Manager, CSO Africa Operations Team

http://csis.org/event/supporting-peace-senegal-casamance-peace-initiative





Future
Theatre Kabrousse, a theatre troupe in the Casamance, 
enacts a drama on conflict at a cultural weekend.
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On December 21, 2011, Senegal media reported that 12 soldiers were killed in Senegal's Casamance region following a separatist rebel attack on an army base near the town of Bignona. Three more soldiers were killed in an attack the Senegalese government blamed on separatists in the region on February 14, 2012. The attacks continued into March as four soldiers were killed and eight others injured in two separate incidents on the 11th and 23rd.On April 5, 2012, newly sworn-in President Macky Sall said that ensuring peace in the south would be a top priority for his administration in his first public speech since taking office. He also expressed confidence that the leaders of Gambia and Guinea-Bissau can be involved in the efforts to find a solution to the long-running conflict.On February 2, 2013, at least four people, including a Frenchman, were killed in a raid on a bank by suspected separatist rebels in Senegal's Casamance region. The Senegalese army said rebels from the Casamance Movement for Democratic Forces attacked Credit Mutual bank in Kafountine.On May 1, 2014 the leader of the Movement of Democratic Forces of Casamance, Salif Sadio, sued for peace and declared a unilateral cease-fire after secret talks held at the Vatican between his forces and the Government of Senegal led by Macky Sall.The current USAID-funded Peace in the Casamance program is: •Inclusive – all stakeholders are engaged from the start of the program. •Conflict sensitive – a ‘Do No Harm’ approach is integrated into all programs to ensure that support does not create additional conflict. •Enhances the capacity of local partners – local NGO partners are trained in conflict resolution and receiving support for enhanced organizational capacity. •Community driven – peace committees composed of traditional leaders, elected officials, women, youth, opinion leaders, representatives of refugees and other minority groups, work to resolve conflicts identified in their communities. •Based upon improved communication – since miscommunication and lack of information can fuel conflict, community radio is integrated to all efforts to promote peace. The elements of this approach form the base of peace programs in the Casamance program. For example, Peace in the Casamance has established 21 peace committees and seven cross-border commissions throughout the Casamance. These committees are composed of opinion leaders and community members representing the different social groups impacted by the conflict. By involving opinion leaders, local government, religious and traditional authorities, working closely with all members touched by the long conflict, and using techniques of conflict resolution and peace building, the program helped to resolve numerous inter/intra community conflicts and hopes to create positive and stable peace throughout the region.



Casamance Discussion Questions
1. What are the impediments to nation-building among the 

Casamance people?
2. What are the social and economic grievances of the 

Casamance people?
3. Why should the Casamance conflict be considered regional? 

1. How has Guinea-Bissau and The Gambia exacerbated 
conflict?

2. How has Guinea-Bissau and The Gambia contributed to 
peacebuilding efforts?

4. What are the triggers of conflict in the Casamance?
5. What are the long-term consequences of conflict for the 

Casamance people? Senegal? The region?
6. What lessons can be learned from the Casamance conflict?
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