“Blockbuster Exhibitions”  Assignment for Arts 2001, Assignment #_____

There is a phrase that is used for some exhibitions that is, “Blockbuster Exhibition”.  Explore this phrase and the connotations it has, and how these exhibitions have a variety of aspects that may be considered. 

Read and use as references the following web sites ( may also google the term “Blockbuster Exhibitions”.  Be sure to read the following:

Harvard Advocate: http://www.theharvardadvocate.com/archives/000003.html
NPR: http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4705558
David Fleming: http://www.intercom.museum/conferences/2004/fleming2.html
1. Define the word “Blockbuster”

2. Define the term “Blockbuster Exhibition” as it relates to an art exhibition.

3.  Evaluate the pros and cons associated with this type of exhibition on a variety of levels.        Identify 3 pro points.                                    Identify 3 con or negative points 

4.  How does the phrase “priceless” and “only opportunity’ factor into a Blockbuster exhibition.  (evaluate marketing and educational aspects) 




       A.  From the institutions standpoint?

B. From the visitors, museum visitor standpoint?

5.  What is the economic impact of a “Blockbuster Exhibiton”. 



A.  To the institution that hosts?

B. To the community the host Institution is located in or near?

6.  What is your opinion?  Are “Blockbuster Art Exhibitions ‘A good thing”?”

