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ENGL 2130

American Literature

Fall 2012






Office:
  J347

Section 001






678.915.7475

Dr. Smith






hsmith@spsu.edu

Office hours:
M & W: 4:00-5:45




T: 1:00-3:00






and by appointment
Texts:


McMichael, George et al.
Concise Anthology of American




Literature, Seventh ed. New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 2011 



Twain, Mark.
A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court

Course outcomes:

· Demonstrate the ability to compare and contrast diverse literary texts, authors, and/or genres in American Literature

· Analyze themes and ideas pertinent to American literature

· Come to understand how historical time and literary movements shape our understanding of literature
Requirements:


· Read the literature selections on the syllabus and as 

announced in class

· Complete two take-home exams, one in-class midterm, One graded oral presentation, and a minimum of four pop quizzes

· Participate in class discussions and class workshops

Policies:

Attendance is required and will be taken on a daily sign-up



sheet. Missing more than 5 classes may result in a full letter 



grade deduction. Being late on a regular basis will have a 



negative impact on your participation grade.



Pop quizzes are unannounced and will be given at the



beginning of class. There are no make-ups. I will average 



your best four grades for this portion of your course grade.


Pop quizzes are reading checks to see who is keeping up



with the scheduled readings.

You will also give a graded oral presentation on one of the authors we are reading this semester. You will be assigned an author during the first week of class, and your presentation must include a power point, a critical analysis of the assigned work, along with a reading of a passage that you judge as important. Your presentation will be worth 15% of your grade. You are required to post the power point on your author to our class website within a week of your presentation. Not doing so will affect your participation grade.


Your two take-home exams must be word-processed and 



are due at the beginning of class on the day assigned. If 



your exam is late, I will drop your grade 5 points per 



calendar day late (e.g. a take-home exam due on Monday


but passed in on Wednesday receives a 10 point deduction).

Plagiarism:
Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s work as your own 


either intentionally or unintentionally, either in content or in 


structure. In this class, plagiarism will result in a zero on the 

assignment and, possibly, a failing grade in the course. Students should be aware that Google is a database search

engine that can access most texts on the Internet. Consequently, any text you might use from the Internet can be traced to its source. Therefore, citing all sources is not only ethical but also the wisest course to follow.
On your take-home exams, I am most interested in your interpretations of the assigned readings, supporting your interpretations with specifics from the assigned readings, class discussions, and class notes. 

Cell phone policy:
To promote an effective learning environment, cell phones


must be turned off or set so that they do not ring in class. If

you have an emergency where someone needs to get in touch with you, you must do the following:

· Inform me prior to class

· Sit near an exit to the room

· Leave the room to answer the call

Students with

Disabilities:
Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the counselor working with disabilities as soon as possible to ensure that accommodations are worked out.

Course support:
There is a WebCT Internet site that contains support documents for this course. In addition, there are four videos that will be played in class to support class readings and discussions. You will be responsible for the information in the videos.
Note:


Any changes in the syllabus will be announced in class.




Reading assignments are due on the day assigned.

Assignments:

Table 1: Assignment and Weight


	Assignment
	Value

	Take-home essay test 
	20%

	Oral presentation
	10%

	In-class midterm
	25%

	Pop quizzes (average of your best four)
	15%

	Participation/workshops
	10%

	Final take-home essay
	20%

	Total
	100%


Grade 

Breakdown:



Table 2: Breakdown of Final Grade 
	PRIVATE
A
	90-100

	B
	80-89

	C
	70-79

	D 
	60-69

	F
	Below 60


Daily activities
Wed.  Aug.
15
Introduction




Course syllabus, texts, and assignments
Mon.
Aug.
20
Early American Literature, 1-13



William Bradford, 46-65



Anne Bradstreet, 77-79, 92-95
Jonathan Edwards, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,” 
148, 155-167
Wed. Aug. 
22
Finish Edwards




The Literature of the Eighteenth Century, 168-177



Iroquois League, “The Constitution of the Five Nations,” 




29-31, “Eulogy on King Philip,” 443
Franklin, The Autobiography, 199-200, 201-225
Mon.
 Aug. 27
Finish The Autobiography, 226-247



Franklin video (take notes)




Wheatley, 299 "On Virtue,"



 "On Being Brought From Africa to America"




"On Imagination," 300-302
Red Jacket, “The Indian Must Worship the Great Spirit in Their Own Way,” 369-371
Wed. Aug. 29
Literature of the Nineteenth Century, 372-379



Irving, "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow," 399-401, 416-437



Edgar Allan Poe, 488-491, “The Raven,” 495-497
Mon.
Sep.
 03
Labor Day—No class
Wed. Sep. 05
Poe video (take notes)




Poe, "Sonnet to Science" 491



Take-home test 1 is assigned
Mon.
 Sep. 10
"The Purloined Letter," 519-532



"The Fall of the House of Usher, 499-512



Emerson, 544-546



From Nature, 546-550, “Self Reliance,” 575-592


Wed. Sep. 12
Hawthorne, "Young Goodman Brown," 618-620, 620-630



Hawthorne, "The Birth Mark," 630-641
Mon. Sep. 17
Thoreau, 782-784



"Civil Disobedience," 784-800



From Walden, Chapters I (pp. 801-828) and  II, 



Take-home test 1 is due.

Wed. Sep. 19
Catch-up
Mon. Sep.  24
Finish Walden, XVIII




Catch-up




Melville, "Bartleby, the Scrivener," 661-663, 664-690
Wed. Sep. 26
Frederick Douglass video (take notes)




Douglass--From The Life and Times of Frederick Douglass




765-766, 767-778
Walt Whitman, 1032-1034, "Out of the Cradle Endlessly Rocking, 1106-1110
Mon. Oct.
01
"When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom'd,"1116-1123



Twain, "Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County,"




1178-1180, 1180-1184



Review for Midterm


Wed. Oct.
03
Literature of the Late Nineteenth Century, 1157-1167




Crane, "the Open Boat," 1486-1487, 1491-1508



Dickinson, 1134-1136, Poems 49, 67, 165, 324, and 328

Mon.
 Oct.
08
In-class Exam

Wed. Oct.
 10
Twain, A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court,



Chapters 1-25





Edwin Arlington Robinson, 1593-1594, "Richard Cory," 1594
"Minivan Chevy," 1595-1596, "Mr. Flood's Party,” 1597-1599
Mon. Oct.
15
Twain video

Wed. Oct.
17
Literature of the Twentieth Century (1900-1945), 1559-1569



Fitzgerald, 1828-1830



“Winter Dreams,”1830-1845






Eliot, 1724-1725 “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock," 




1725-1729
Mon.  Oct. 22
Catch-up


Wed.  Oct. 24
Frost "Design," "Mending Wall," "Fire and Ice,"




"The Road Not Taken"




Theodore Dreiser, 1547, “The Lost Phoebe,” 1548-1558
Mon.
  Oct. 29
Malamud, "The Magic Barrel," 2007, 2008-2019



Bellow, "A Silver Dish," 2053, 2055-2073
Wed. Oct.
  31
Williams, 1715-1716



"This is Just to Say," "The Red Wheelbarrow"




O’Connor, “Good Country People,” 1993-2007



Faulkner, 1850



“Barn Burning,” 1852-1863
Mon. Nov.  05
Hughes, "On the Road, (handout)



"Harlem," 1868



Steinbeck, 1868



Steinbeck video (take notes)

Wed.  Nov. 07
Catch-up

Mon.  Nov. 12
Steinbeck, “The Chrysanthemums,” 1869-1876



Hemingway, 1846, “In Another Country,” 1847-1850



Catch-up
Wed. Nov. 14
Finish Hemingway (Hemingway video—take notes)



Pass out final exam

Mon.
  Nov. 19
Porter, "Maria Concepcion,” 1876, 1877-1890,




Pynchon, 2220, “Entropy,” 2221-2231
Wed. Nov. 21
No class--Thanksgiving
Mon.  Nov. 26
Baldwin, "Sonny's Blues," 1970, 1971-1992



Welty, 1918, “Powerhouse,” 1919-1928
Wed. Nov.  28
Finish Twain, A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's 



Court




Morrison, "Sulfa," (provide as a handout)
Mon.  Dec.  03
Bobbie Ann Mason 2121, 2123-2132



Oates, 2081, “How I Contemplated the World…,” 2082-2093



Final comments

Final Exam is due 12:00pm, Thursday, December 6
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