
ARTS 2003: Music Appreciation 
Spring 2015 – Hybrid Course  

 
Sections and Meeting Times: 
ARTS 2003 (851) – 11AM – 12:15PM (Monday) 
ARTS 2003 (852) – 12:30PM – 1:45PM (Monday) 
ARTS 2003 (850) – 10:30AM – 11:45AM (Tuesday) 
 
Instructor: Dr. John Stanislawski 
Email: jstanisl@spsu.edu 
Office: J327 
Office Hours: Email to schedule an appointment.  I’m generally available Mondays between 

2PM and 6PM and Tuesdays after 2:30PM.   
Website: https://spsu.view.usg.edu/d2l/ 
Required Text: Listen (7th ed. with 6-CD set, Oxford University Press, 2013) by Joseph Kerman 

and Gary Tomlinson.  Available at the SPSU Bookstore and Amazon.  Must be 7th 
edition. 

 
Course Description and Aims:  Although this is course is designed to provide you with an 
introduction to the Western art music tradition, or what is often referred to as “classical” music, 
we will pursue ways to consider and appreciate music(s) as a whole.  For the most part, we will 
adopt a chronological approach that will cover major style periods of Western music history:  
Medieval (450-1450), Renaissance (1450-1600), Baroque (1600-1750), Classical (1750-1825),  
Romantic (1825-1900), and Twentieth Century (ca. 1900 to the present).  Within each of these, 
we will investigate the underlying social and cultural contexts that gave rise to specific artistic 
works and aesthetic values.  In conjunction with mapping this historical narrative, we will focus 
on developing listening skills and expanding musical vocabulary, in other words, developing 
your musical literacy.  It is hoped that through balancing attention on historical context and 
active listening, you will leave this course ready to think about the world musically.   
 
Hybrid Course: We will meet once a week face-to-face and the remainder of the course will 
take place online.  As such, our in-class meetings will address questions, clarify points that arise 
in online discussions, provide overviews of specific topics, and facilitate discussion and 
activities.  The online portion of the course will integrate case studies, composer profiles, 
listening guides, and additional materials in ways that augment our time in the classroom.  As 
with any course with an online component, students must be leaders in their own education; you 
must be self-motivated!  Since online learning is a team environment, all students need to be 
active participants and must have a sense of self-discipline to maintain engagement throughout 
the course.  
 
Objectives for Learning: 
- Identify elements and vocabulary of music for mastery of discussion of music of all styles.  
- Make judgments and critical observations about musical works based on the elements and  
 concepts of music: pitch, melody, rhythm, timbre, harmony, musical texture, musical form,  
 notation, tempo and dynamics.  
- Identify various musical instruments and ensembles: strings, woodwinds, brass, percussion,  



 and vocal.  
- Articulate basic understanding of the historical periods of music. 
- Describe the function of music within specific historical, artistic, and cultural traditions.  
- Recognize the styles of each of the historical periods by aurally identifying standard  
    masterpieces.  
- Appreciate the creative process of music by demonstrating familiarity of the lives and styles  
    of individual composers.  
- Develop skills of aesthetic judgment and critical thinking through music listening in-class, 

online and at live performances. 
 

Students who have not taken this type of course before will find that studying for a course with a 
listening component is quite different from studying for other courses.  Last-minute cramming 
simply does not work unless you have an outstanding memory or are already familiar with the 
music covered.  Plan to build into your daily schedule time to listen to assigned pieces both 
actively and passively to build familiarity.  That may mean taking a half hour to sit down with 
headphones and listen along with the textbook in conjunction with listening on the way to class 
or while studying.  Solidifying your musical memory in advance of test time will not only allow 
you to focus on more detail-oriented studying, but also greatly decrease your stress.  Believe me.  
 
Course Evaluation: Your grade for the course will be derived from class participation, quizzes 
and online discussion question responses, two writing assignments, and two exams. 
 
Participation/online check-ins:                7.5%    
Weekly quizzes:      7.5% 
Online discussion:      15% 
 Four responses: 4/25 points = 100    
Paper One/Concert Response:               10% 
Paper Two/Listening Guide:     15% 
Midterm:       20% 
Final Exam:       25% 
 
Grade Scale: A 90 –100% / B 80 –89% / C 70 –79% / D 60 –69% / F 0 –59% 
 
Both the midterm and final exam will feature a listening section, multiple-choice questions, and a 
short answer section.  For the listening sections, you will identify and answer questions about 
music excerpts selected from the required pieces, which are listed in the course schedule.  These 
exams are NOT cumulative, although terminology and concepts for the final will build on 
material from the first half of the course.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: All components of the course must be completed as scheduled to pass.  There 
will be no allowances without official documentation.   
 
PLEASE NOTE: Students may add/drop courses until the end of the Drop/Add period (listed at 
end of syllabus under “Important Dates”).  I, as an instructor, am also responsible for reporting 
your engagement in the course by the end of the third week of class, as well as submitting mid-
term progress reports of your work.  These are used not only as a way to gauge your investment 



and progress in the course, but to allow you to have information on which to base withdrawal 
decisions if necessary.   
 
Course Requirements:  Each student is required to purchase, read, and use the textbook as 
outlined in the syllabus.  Students MUST have a textbook for the class! Students must own the 
Listen textbook by the fourth in-class meeting to pass class for the semester.  No Listen textbook 
= failing class for the semester! A receipt of purchase may be requested.  Please visit the online 
student resources: (http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/listen7e/default.asp#t_626408____) for 
practices quizzes, discussion questions, etc.   
 
Communication/Feedback:  You may use my SPSU email to email me with questions related 
to the course.  As the semester moves forward, I will also create anonymous discussion forums in 
D2L for you to ask questions, make comments, discuss assignments, etc.  Homework will 
typically be assessed and returned within a week.  
 
Regarding emails, I will NOT respond to emails that lack greetings or sign-offs that do not 
include your name.  Not only does a formal greeting demonstrate respect, but also your 
seriousness about the course.  This is an expectation that will serve you well throughout your 
academic career and life in general. 
 
Example: 
 
Dear Dr. S, 
This is the best class in the history of the world.  Can I take it again?  
 
Sincerely,  
Abraham Lincoln 
 
Online Communication Rules:  
1) Be sensitive to what others are saying.  Anyone can make a mistake.  Be forgiving.  
2) Avoid typing in all capitals because it is difficult to read and is considered the electronic 
version of shouting.  
3) Don’t flame.  These are outbursts of extreme emotion or opinion.  Think before you hit the 
post (enter/reply) button. You can’t take it back!   
4) When posting a message: choose your words carefully to communicate what you intend.  It is 
difficult to convey subtle meaning and humor in online communications.  Consider rewording 
your message if you think there is a chance that others will misunderstand your message.  Ask 
your roommate, family member, dog, clergyman: “does this make sense?” 
5) Do not use offensive or politically incorrect language.  Keep the dialogue collegial and 
professional.  
6) Always assume good intent and respond accordingly.  If you are unsure or annoyed by a post, 
wait a day before responding—the 24 hr. rule (Crain, 2014).  
7) Abbreviations and/or acronyms are not permitted in the discussion areas or in any part of this 
course.  “U” does not equal “you.” 
8) Do use clear subject lines.   
 



Attendance: Weekly in-class and online check-in/attendance and participation through 
homework completion, quizzes, and discussions, etc. are expected.  Attendance has a direct 
correlation with your grades.  Indeed, missing more than THREE in-class meetings can result in 
a lower course grade.  For on-line class, a quick, weekly attendance question may be asked with 
students having 48 hours to answer the question.  This will also count as part of your attendance 
grade.  Students need to be “checking in” a minimum of 2-3 times per week.  
 
Participation & Homework Assignments: Classes are also based on participation. To ensure 
that all students are able to fully participate in in-class activities, students may have a few 
questions to complete in the Quiz or Dropbox section in D2L due the evening before your class 
is scheduled to meet face-to-face (this day is subject to change, so make sure you check D2L 
often).  
 
Homework Assignments: Weekly homework will largely consist of assigned reading, listening, 
short quizzes and discussion question responses.  Each week, there will be a short quiz drawn 
from assigned materials.  These should be a breeze as long as you’ve done your homework and 
listened to the assigned recordings.  Discussion questions, also relating to the weekly content, 
will also be required (see below).  
 
Discussion Posts: At the beginning of the course, I will assign each student a group number—
either Group 1, 2, or 3.  Listed on the course schedule are the weeks that members of each group 
are required to respond to my discussion prompts.  So, for week two, students in Group 1 will be 
responding.  For week three, students in Group 2, and so on.  Each group will be responsible of 
responding a total of four times throughout the semester.  Complete thoughts, proper spelling and 
grammar are expected.  Responses should allow for deep thinking and invite other students to 
follow-up your post.   
 
Paper One/Concert Response: Students in Music Appreciation must attend one outside 
classical concert.  The following types of concerts will be acceptable: symphonic, wind 
ensemble, concert band, philharmonic, choral concert.  As awesome as they usually are, pop 
music concerts do NOT fit the requirements and will not count towards your concert attendance.  
I will post a list of possible concert options on D2L shortly after the semester begins along with 
guidelines for the reflection paper you will write about your concert-going experience.   
 
Paper Two/Listening Guide: Using the listening guides found in our textbook as models, 
students will create their own listening guide for a musical selection of their choice.  Each guide 
will comprise a brief introduction (3-5 paragraphs) to the piece of music selected and then a 
guide that will focus on specific musical elements felt to be essential to the value and meaning of 
the selection.  So, for instance, you might consider a guide through the form of an intricately 
structured pop song or focusing on exploring the use of word painting in a piece with vivid 
lyrics.  Selections must be chosen by students and approved by the instructor by the middle of 
the semester.  Further details will be posted on D2L.   
 
Late Quizzes, Discussion Responses, Papers:  Quizzes and discussions will be submitted in 
D2L by the due dates.  Please do not submit any work via email.  All due dates for activities are 
in Eastern Standard Time and in the D2L Calendar.  Late assignments will not be accepted.  



Discussion responses may be accepted 24 hrs after the due date for intellectual value, but will not 
be considered in your grade. Technical issues (PED, computer, etc.) do not qualify for submitting 
late assignments.  
 
Class Policies  
- Correspondence must have proper etiquette. Do not begin an email or conversation to me with 
“Hey.”  
- Please address me as Dr. Stanislawski or Dr. S, not “Yo, Teach!”  
- Assignments will not be accepted late. A grade of “0” will be recorded.  
- Make-up exams or incomplete grades will only be given for dire emergencies (death in the 
family; hospitalization; something that provides legal documentation).  
- Etiquette and respect are expected at all times.  Class disruptions (even online) will not be 
tolerated.  
- The use of ALL CAPS is not permitted.  I will call the police.  
- Bullying the teacher for a grade will not be tolerated and will automatically result in a failing 
grade for the semester.  
- If you did poorly on your tests or homework, do not email me at the end of the semester and 
question your grade.  
- Use of correct punctuation, grammar and syntax are expected in written assignments and an 
abundance of errors will result in points being subtracted from the grade.  
- The instructor reserves the right to make changes to the syllabus and the right to adjust grades  
in accordance with a student’s participation and attitude throughout the semester.  
- Teacher has no control over D2L. Any issues with D2L: submit a helpdesk ticket immediately. 
 
Emergency Plan: Due to inclement weather classes will not be held on campus when cancelled 
by the University.  However, online course work is still expected to be completed.  If you are 
extremely ill (with the flu), please do not attend our face-to-face classes.  Your missed class will 
be excused when you return to class healthy and with a doctor’s excuse note.  
 
Disabilities: Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this 
class should contact the counselor working with disabilities at: 678-915-7361.  See also: 
http://www.spsu.edu/attic/disabilities/faq.htm.  
 
“If you have a documented disability as described by the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and  
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) that may require you to need assistance  
attaining accessibility to instructional content to meet course requirements, we  
recommend that you contact the ATTIC at (678)915-7361 as soon as possible. It is then  
your responsibility to contact and meet with your instructor. The ATTIC can assist you  
and the instructor in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and provide support  
in developing appropriate accommodations for your disability. Course requirements will  
not be waived but accommodations will be made, when appropriate, to assist you to meet  
the requirements.” 
 
Plagiarism: All work submitted must represent your original work. Outside sources used as 
references must be documented to reveal the source and the extent to which that source has been 
used.  Plagiarism and/or falsification are serious matters and will result in a grade of F for the 



assignment and failure for the course.  Assisting other students in plagiarism will result in the 
same penalties.  Plagiarism detection software, “anti-plagiarism software,” may/will be used by 
the professor for this course.  We always know.   
 
Honor Code: SPSU students should be aware of an Honor Code and a new procedure relating to 
when academic misconduct is alleged.  Information about the Honor Code and the misconduct 
procedure may be found at http://spsu.edu/honorcode/: 
 
“As a member of the Southern Polytechnic State University community of scholars, I understand 
that my actions are not only a reflection on myself, but also a reflection on the University and the 
larger body of scholars of which it is a part. Acting unethically, no matter how minor the offense, 
will be detrimental to my academic progress and self-image. It will also adversely affect all 
students, faculty, staff, the reputation of this University, and the value of the degrees it awards. 
Whether on campus or online, I understand that it is not only my personal responsibility, but also 
a duty to the entire SPSU community that I act in a manner consistent with the highest level of 
academic integrity. Therefore, I promise that as a member of the Southern Polytechnic State 
University community, I will not participate in any form of academic misconduct. I also 
understand that it is my responsibility to hold others to these same standards by addressing 
actions that deviate from the University-wide commitment to working, living, and learning in an 
environment conducive to a quality education. Thus, I affirm and adopt this honor code of 
Southern Polytechnic State University.” 
 
I recognize that the following actions will result in a charge of academic misconduct and may 
result in dismissal from the University.  
        
1) Collaboration or cheating on examinations will result in a grade of zero, a reduction in the 
course grade, and possibly other penalties including failure of the course, dismissal from the 
program, and dismissal from the University.  
 
2) Plagiarism, fabrication, or other academic misconduct will result in a grade of zero, a 
reduction in the course grade, and possibly other penalties, including failure of the course, 
dismissal from the department, and dismissal from the University.  
 
Important Academic Deadlines and Dates:   
 
January 5: First day of classes for Spring 2015 
January 8: Last day to Add/Drop 
January 19: Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
February 19: Midterm Grades Due 
February 25: Last Day to Withdraw 
March 2 – 6: Spring Break 
April 27: Last day of class 
April 29 – May 5: Finals 
May 9: Graduation 
May 11:  All grades due 


